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DVERTISERS in The Sunday School Times 
rightly look for unusual response ‘because a 
very large percentage of its constituency are steady 


and not intermittent readers. Have you considered 
carefully the exceptional opportunity that the 
columns of the Times offer you? 





Faith 
By Silas W. Mack 


¢ ¥ die; but God will surely visit you’’—thus spake 
To Israel her best beloved son ; 
And, taking oath, commandment gave to bear his bones 
Thence to the land by faith and promise won. 


6‘ I die ; but God’’—sublimity of faith that sees 
Beyond the transitory things of sense; 
And, though this body turn to dust, will make - 

Its very. grave to witness confidence. 





Why God Saves 


We often hear of the infinite- value of a human 
soul. Men are so precious in God’s sight, we are told, 
that he stopped at no cost to save them. But this 
popular teaching is not found in the Bible.. God's 
Word exalts “the precious blood of Christ,” but. not 
the precious soul of man. God once told a prophet to 
say a startling thing to Israel. He told Ezekiel-to 
declare to Israel, unsparingly, their gross sin and de- 
filement, their profaning of God’s holy name, ard that 
God’ had scattered and’ punished them because of this. 
Then God continues: “But I had pity for mine holy 
name, which the house of Israel had profaned among 
the heathen, whither they went, Therefore say: unte 
the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God; I do 
not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for 
mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among 
the heathen, whither ye went. And I will sanctify my 
great name, which was profaned among the heathen, 
which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and 
the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the 
Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before 
their eyes. For I will take you from among the 
heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will 
bring you into your own land. Then -will I sprinkle 
Clean water upon you, and ye, shall be clean: from all 
your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I clearise 
you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you: ... and cause you'te 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall.&keep my judgments, 








and do them. . . . and ye shall be my ple, and I 
will be: your God’ (fzek. 36: 21-28). If God could 
say -thisto his chosen people Israel, favored among 
ail the* peoples. of ,earth, surely he must say also to 
the Gentiles, as he: saves and sanctifies, “I do not this 
for your sakes, ... but for mine holy name’s sake.” 
There is no value in us, that we should be saved; “but 
God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
with he ‘loved us,’ even when we were dead in sins, 
hath made us alive together with Christ, (by grace 
ye are saved;) ... that in the ages to come he might. 
show. the. exceeding riches of. his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2: 4-7). 


— 


In. the Powder Mill 


We. live in the midst of death. As the Lord’s 
return draws near,- dangers of -many sorts increase. 
It was so. for the Christians of the first century. “I. 
die daily,’ exclaimed Paul, as he told of standing “in 
jeopardy every hour,” and fighting with beasts . at 
Ephesus. He never knew, when he arose in the morn- 
ing, that physical death might not be his experience 
before night. An incident is told of a little girl who 
had a=4rue vision; In a town not far from where she 
lived 4 powder mill had exploded, killing outright many 
workers laboring in it. “She said to her mother, “Peo- 
ple who work in powder mifis ought to be good people, 
oughtn’t they, mother?”.-Is it ‘too much to say that: 
the world-has become one universal powder mill? 
Satan and sinful men have made it this; and the sure 
word of prophecy tells us that these conditions will 
grow worse, not better, until the Lord returns to es- 
tablish: his kingdom in righteousness. How should we 
live, in this great powder mill, while men play with 
fire on every hand? The same Paul who stood in 
jeopardy every hour, and who knew what it was to 
die daily, gave us by inspiration the secret of safety 
as he declared with thanksgiving: “Now also Christ 


shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, 
or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die 


is gain,” ,. 
“Out of Their Own Hearts” 


_ _ is man the final basis of religious authority? It 
is hard for Christian people to realize that there are 
professing Christians today who answer “yes.” . This 
is the subtle heart of Modernism. A Congregational 
Minister in New England, writing in the Atlantic 
Monthly on “The Altered Basis of Religious Author- 
ity,” actually says: “The final basis of religious 
authority for you is yourself, your mind working on 
all that has come down in the religious tradition of 
Christianity, and selecting and making your own those 
things which satisfy the requirements of your intelli- 
gence, of your moral judgment, of your spiritual hun- 
ger. That is a big step to take if one has not thought 
about it. ... The basis of religious authority is shift- 
ing from the Bible to the individual.” The strange 
thing about Modernism is that it deceives so many 
into thinking that it is modern. Two thousand five 
hundred years ago a prophet of God was given this 
word of the Lord: “Prophesy against the prophets 
of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that 
prophesy out of- their own hearts, Hear ye the word 
of the Lord; thus saith the Lord God; Woe unto the 
foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have 
seen nothing!” (Ezek. 13:2, 3.) The attempt to “fol- 
low their own spirit” in discerning spiritual truth, and 
to. speak for God “out of their own hearts,” which 
is the creed and dogma of Modernism, is just the old 
expression of man’s sin in rejecting God and substi- 
tuting himself. It means blindness instead of vision, 
darkness for light, death instead of life. It is a ter- 
rible word of condemnation that God must speak to 
all such. “Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Be- 
cause ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, 
behold, I am against you, saith the Lord God.” 


The Universal Week of Prayer 


Sunday, January 2, to Saturday, January 8, 1927 


reaching service to God’s people everywhere to 

publish here’as it did a year ago, in place of its 
usual editorial, the Invitation issued by the World’s 
Evangelical Alliance for the Annual Universal Week 
of Prayer. It is of ‘extraordinary significance that 
the Alliance has sent out: an annual call to united 
prayer for eighty years without a break. That God 
seems to be calling his people to prayer, in widely sep- 
arated localities, and in many different ways, gndepend- 
ently.of any human co-operation, is of impressive and 
blessed. significance. .He has pledged us his word 
that prayer-will bring blessings that can be had in no 
other way. Therefore, now and always, let us pray! 


TS Stenday School-Times believes .it is a far- 


To alt who in every land call upon God through «his 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. ; 
Beloved Brethren in the One Lord, 

During the .past eighty years God has honored and: 
blessed the World’s Evangelical Alliance in helping 
his» people in all. lands to realize and manifest their 
oneness in the Saviour, Jesus Christ. Since 1846 its 
annual call to united and universal Prayer has gone 
forth without a break,-and we are thankful to know 
that the-response in 1926. was wider than in any pre- 


vious year. This fact reassures us as again we send » 





Note -by. the Alliance —Will all Christian leaders and 


workers please make arrangements early to bring .Chris~:- 


tians together for united prayer, daily, during this Week, 
and to-circulate the program widely? Preachers are ear- 
nestly asked to use the suggested texts for sermons on 
Sunday, January 2, and to bring the Universal Week of 
Prayer before their congregations. 

Kindly forward promptly a brief report of meetings held 
and restilts;.40° the General Secretary, World’s Evangelical 
Alliance {(B@tish Organization), 19 Rusgell Square, London, 
W.C.,. Bagiand. 


forth the invitation to fellow-Christians everywhere 
to unite on the threshold of 1927 in the mighty work 
of intercessory Prayer. 

' The call to intercession is especially urgent in 
view of the high hopes as well as the immense prob- 
lems’ of our time. From the mission fields there has 
come a world. call to the people of God for the fur- 
therance of the work of evangelization, and the estab- 
lishment of the Saviour’s kingdom upon earth — for 
he must reign until he hath put all enemies under his 
feet. At the home base there is, thank God, a new 
longing to remove the difficulties which seem to hin- 
der ‘progress; and a wistful seeking after unity of 
heart as well as of organization. 

These and other evidences that our: divine Lord is 
preparing some new thing for us, and that he is about 
to display his power and to manifest himself to his 
Church, it may be in Person, encourage us to unite 
in Prayer. da 
-...On the other hand, our age is full of unrest. In 


Spite: of all efforts toward peace and goodwill the 


spirit. of lawlessness, of international suspicion, and 
of actual warfaré, seem to be increasing. We need 
not linger éver dark details that are only too familiar. 
Rather would we remember with unspeakable grati- 
tude that the Lord who orders the ages (Heb. 1: 2) 
is on the throne. All authority in Heaven and on 
earth.is in his hands.. He is aware of all the present 
portents. Through the changing years he himself re- 
mains unchanged; and he is able to do éxceeding abun- 
dantly above all we ask or think in meeting the needs 
of his people and the heart-hunger of all mankind. 
“Jesus Christ is the same . .. to-day” (Heb. 13:8). 
As we gather in his name let us remember, concerning 
Prayer, three outstanding facts for our encouragement: 

1. It is God’s will. Let us have no misgivings here. 
He invites us to pray. He urges, nay, he commands 
us to pray. He encourages and. persuades us to pray 
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by his definite assurance of response and reward. Let 
us therefore come boldly unto we throne of grace. 
| 2. Christ has set us the exampe. He prayed on 
earth. He intercedes in Heaven. What other reason 
do we need for praying? The Lord’s example is for 
his followers the end of all controversy. It is enough 
ifor the disciple that he be as his Master. 
.| 3. Christ promises his presence. Let us take him 
at his word, and, in all our gatherings, expect him to 
be literally and truly with us. He holdeth the seven 
stars in his right hand, and walketh in the midst of 
the seven golden candlesticks. Too often through un- 
belief have our eyes been holden that we should not 
know him, Jesus present with us! Did we but be- 
lieve it as we should, and ever abide in the fellowship 
and power of that unseen Presence, what an era of 
revival would dawn for the Church of the Living God, 
and what boundless possibilities of blessing for the 
world he died to save! Why should it not be? We 
are not straitened in him. He is mighty to save. He 
waits to be gracious. He marvels at our unbelief, 
Therefore with contrite humble hearts let us seek 
his face. Let us seek him while he may be found, 
But let us come earnestly, with full assurance of faith, 
for himself hath said, “Ye shall, seek me, and find me, 
when ye shall search for me with all your heart.” 
We are yours in his fellowship, 


John Dublin, Archbishop of Dublin. 

S. P. Rupertsland, Archbishop of Rupertsland and Primate 
of all Canada. 

Nathan Soderblom, Archbishop of Upsala. 

Theodore Winton, Bishop of Winchester. 

Arthur Bradford, Bishop of Bradford. 

Herbert Carliol, Bishop of Carlisle. 

Guy Chelmsford, Bishop of Cheimsford. 

Lisle Coventry, Bishop of Coventry. 

A. C. Gloucester, Bishop of Gloucester, 

J. A. Lichfield, Bishop of Lichfield. 

Albert Liverpool, Bishop of Liverpool. 

W. Manchester, Bishop of Manchester. 

Cyril Petriburg, Bishop of Peterborough. 

W G. St. Edm. and Ipswich, Bishop of St. Edmundsbury 
and Ipswich. 

St. Clair Sarum, Bishop of Salisbury. 

Charles Sodor and Man, Bishop of Sodor and Man. 

Ernest Worcester, Bishop of Worcester. 

Robert Cashel and Waterford, Bishop of Cashel and Water- 
ford, 

James Clogher, Bishop of Clogher. 

J. Irvine Derry, Bishop of Derry. 

H. E. Killaloe, Bishop of Killaloe. 

Godfrey Ossory, Bishop of Ossory. 

Thomas G. Meath, Bishop of Meath. - 

George, Bishop of Edinburgh. 

Rennie MaclInnes, Bishop in Jerusalem. 

John Donaldson McCallum, Moderator of the General As- 

therm of the Church of Scotland. 

George H. Morrison, Moderator, United Free Church of 
Scotland. 

T. W. MacPherson, Moderator, Presbyterian Church of Eng- 
land. ; 

R. K. Hanna, Moderator, Presbyterian Church of Ireland. 

Robt. M. Ker, President, Irish Wesleyan Methodist Con- 
ference. 

F, W. Newland, Chairman, Congregational Union of Eng- 
land and Wales. 

W. R. Maltby, President, Wesleyan. Methodist: Conference. 

J. H. Rushbrooke, President, Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland. : 

M. E. Aubrey, General Secretary, Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

A. Lewis Humphries, President, Primitive Methodist Con- 
ference. 

Henry James, President, United Methodist Conference, 

Arthur Ward, Presiding Bishop, Moravian Church. 

H. Elvet Lewis, President, National Council of Evangelical 
Free Churches. 

J. Scott Lidgett, Hon. Secretary, National Council of Evan- 
gelical Free Churches. 

Thomas Nightingale, Generai Secretary, 
of Evangelical Free Churches. 

Samuel Horton, Secretary, Metropolitan Free Church Fed- 
eration, 

John H. Ritson and C. H. K. Boughton, Secretaries, Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. 

Bryan William Isaac, Secretary,~Church Pastoral Aid So- 
ciety. 

W. Wilson Cash, General Secretary, Church Missionary Soc. 

P. J. Maclagan, Secretary, Foreign Missions, Presbyterian 
Church of Eng. 

C. H. Irwin, Home Superintendent, Religious Tract Society, 

W. Nelson Bitton, Home Secretary, London Missionary So- 


National Council 


ciety. 

C. W. Andrews, Secretary, Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 
Society. 

W. Y. Fullerton, Home Secretary, Bantist Missionary So- 
ciety. 


J. Stuart Helden, Home Director, China Inland Mission. 

F. Marcus Wood, Secretary, China Inland Mission. 

C. J. Klesel, Secretary, Moravian Missions. 

Edmund S. Carr, Hon. Secretary, Zenana Bible and Medical 
Mission, 

Douglas H. G. Sargent, Secretary, 
Zenana Missiorary Society. 

PD. C. Bartlett,; Hon. Secretary, Bible Church Missionary 
Society. 

James Middlemiss, Acting Secretary, South Africa General 
Mission. 

Bertram Jones, Secretary, South American Missionary Soc, 

A. Stuart McNairn, Secretary, Evangelical Union of South 
America. é 

Roland Smith, President, Africa Inland Mission. 

A. J. Culwick, Secretary, Church Missions to the Jews, 

Frank J. Exley, Secretary, British Jews’ Society. 


Church of England 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Arthur K. Yapp, National Secretary, Y. M. C. A. 


Irene Cox; National General Secretary, Y. W. C. A. 
Walter B. Sloan, Secretary, Keswick Convention Council, 


R. C. Hart-Dyke, Hon. Treasurer and Chairman of 
Executive Council. 

W. Talbot Rice, } ; 

J. Chalmers Lyon, Hon. Secretaries. 

Henry Martyn Gooch, General Secretary, World’s 

Evangelical Alliance (British Organization), 19 
Russell Square, London, W.C,.1. 


(N.B.—The above signatures are to be regarded as repre- 
seutative of many others whose signatures would appear on 
this invitation were it not for limits of space. The sig- 
natures attached do not include some who usually sign but 
who were absent from England at the date of printing. The 
signatures of Colonial and Foreign representatives, to whom 
the Universal Program is circulated for signature and trans- 
lation into many foreign languages and dialects, will be 
found on the supplementary program. The World signa- 
tures are not complete until later inthe year, owing to. time 
occupied. in the course of post to:and replies from widely 
separated places abroad.) 


Sunday, January 2 


TExTsS SUGGESTED FoR SERMONS AND ADDRESSES 

“I have considered the days of old, the years of 
ancient times... . I will remember the years of the 
right hand of the most High” (Psa. 77: 5, 10). 

“A glorious throne, set on high from the beginning, 
is the place of our. sanctuary” (Jer. 17:12). 

“The fear of Jehovah is thy treasure” (Isa. 35:6). 

“Be of good cheer” (Matt.9: 2; 14: 27; Acts 23:11). 

“Behold, I have set before thee aw open door, and 
no man can shut it” (Rev. 3:8). 


Monday, January 3 
THANKSGIVING AND HuMILIATION 
“Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving. 
... Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker” (Psa. 
95:2, 6). 
Thanksgiving—For the goodness and mercy of the 
past year; for the long suffering of God toward us. 
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That now is our’ salvation nearer than when we 
first believed, 

That despite our past failures and unfaithfulness 
God still sets before-us an open door. for service. 

Confession—Our unbelief, our half-hearted service, 

Our secret sins, our sins remembered, and forgotten. 

Our love of ease, our neglect of prayer, and of 
the Word of God. 

Prayer and re-dedication—“Wilt thou not revive us 
ae } that thy people may rejoice in thee?” (Psa. 
5:6. 

Scripture readings—Psalm 95; Psalm 103; Acts 1: 
1-8; Galatians 5: 16-26. 


Tuesday, January 4 
THE UNIvEeRSAL CHURCH 


“The church of God, which he hath purchased with 
his own blood” (Acts 20728). 

Thanksgiving—For Christ’s love to his Church, and 
her: the gracious purposes for which he called it into 
eing. 

For the quickened desire after unity among the mem- 
bers of his Body, 

For the increase of charity, and for an awakened 
social conscience among believers. 


Confession—Our need of greater personal holiness, 
that Christ may be magnified in our bodies. 

Our lack of love for souls. 

Our unreadiness to serve and to bear witness. 
unworthy timidity and pride. 

Prayer—For all ministers, preachers, church work- 
ers, and members. For all who are discouraged and 
joyless in their work. For lapsed members that they 
may ‘be restored. For a fresh anointing and renewal 
of the Holy Ghost. “Restore unto me the joy of thy 
salvation.” 

Scripture readings—Psalm 133; John 3:25-36; 2 
Corinthians 5:14-21; Eph. 2:13-22; Revelation 1: 
10-20. 


Our 


(Concluded on page 720) 





That Iron Rose Bible Class 


There’s a Bible class of over three hundred men, 
in Coatesvilie, Pa., taught by a certain ironmaster 
named William H. Ridgway. Some readers of The 
Sunday Schoot Times have heard of him! If any 
new members of the Times family have not, they can 
get acquainted by turning to his “Busy Men’s Corner” 
on page 722 of this issue,— it appears every week. 

Last month the Editor wrote a_ personal letter to 
Mr. Ridgway, as follows: 


Perhaps you have noticed the death of a dear.old aunt 
of mine, Mrs. Annie Trumbull Slosson, which occurred 
early this month in New York City. After a.service m 
New York we took her body to Hartford, and laid 1t 
away in the old family burying place there, where the 
bodies of my father and mother, and my grandfather 
and grandmother Trumbull are awaiting the voice of the 
Lord at his coming. 

Just as we were leaving the cemetery the fine yourg 
fellow who had charge of the undertaking arrangements 
at Hartford stepped up to me and said, “I understand 
that you are the Editor of The Sunday School Times?” 
When I told him I was, he said, “I used to be in Mr. 
Ridgway’s class in Coatesville.” 

You: can imagine my genuine pleasure and. surprise 
at running across one of your old boys under those cir- 
cumstances. His name is Samuel Benton Guiney, He 
was th@ representative of a Hartford undertaker, Mr. 
Pratt, and the young man had made a particularly 
favorable impression on me before I knew who he was. 

I knew you would be glad to have this good word, 
and I am glad you are in the business of. getting 
folks ready for that great day when the undertaker’s 
business is going to be forever done ‘away! 


To this, 
fashion: 
I have your letter telling of your meeting. with one:of my 
Iron Rose boys. As your Uncle Henry says. of Lizzie, 
“You see them wherever you go, and they go wherever 
you see them.” The last “go” being translated, ‘‘mak- 
ing good.” = E 

You size Sam up exactly right. The whole “Guinea” 
family, in spite of their name, are splendid people and 
not “cacklers” in any sense of the word. Their father 
was a country merchant and one of the elders: in the 
Honey Brook Church. He retired from business and 
came to Coatesville. . 

We are still in the chicken business with our “Mis- 
sionaries in Feathers,’? and have just sent another lot 
of the finest Rhode Island Reds to be found anywhere 
in the United States, to keep up the quality. 

As you probably know, the Iron Rose Bible Class has 
been the means of changing the conditions of a great 
number of the outcaste Hindus of India, who are Chris- 
tians, by putting them. in the chicken business, The 
native chickens ase small and scrawny, and the eggs 
are about like bantams’ eg@gs.. : ih 


Mr. Ridgway replied in characteristic 





We were happy in inventing the term ‘Missionaries 
in Feathers” some fourteen years ago, when we made 
our first shipment. I am enclosing you a photograph 
of the last shipment so you can see. in what kind of 
shape we sent them away. The American Express 
Company takes a great interest in the enterprise, and 
Washburn, Crosby and Company, who manufacture the 
scratch food for chickens, would not take any pay: for 








the four hundred pounds of this food which had to be 
sent with the chickens, 


I am sorry to hear of the passing of your aunt, Mrs. 


Slosson. I cannot remember a book I ever enjoyed 
more’ than her “Story Tell Lib.” I think her little 
story of “The Shet Up Posy” is one of the loveliest 
little things I know. I certainly would reprint it. It 
is a story that has everything in it, and is one of the 
few stories that has a good rich “nub” at the end of it. 


This editorial suggestion of Mr. Ridgway, whose 
face is looking at you from the accompanying photo- 
graph of the latest shipment of “Missionaries in 
Feathers.” is so much to the point that The Sunday 
School Times will reprint the story that he loves, by 
Mrs. Slosson, in an early issue. 
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Mrs. Slosson’s Coleopterous Conundrum. | 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
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HERE is a whole world of people, in North - 
| America and across oceans, who. know Annie : 
Trumbull Slosson little or not at all for. the. 
writings and relationships that endeared her to The 
Sunday School Times family, but who honor her name 
as one of the foremost naturalists of her generation. 
Ask any entomologist what Mrs. Slosson did in that 
field, and he is likely to reply with- enthusiasm and 
admiration. 

For many years she gave herself with character- 
istic thoroughness to the study of botany. Then, when 
she had rather exhausted the possibilities of botanical 
research in the localities where she spent her summers 
and winters, she took up the study of insects, having 
no idea where it would lead her. She simply knew 
that the two branches went together well, and she 
decided to learn something about “bugs,” — what they 
eat, how they feed, and the like,—and their relation 
to her loved plants and flowers. 

‘This was back in the early eighties. Before passing 
from botany to entomology as her chief interest, she 
had made a remarkable record in the earlier study. 
For example, «as all botanists know, there is a small 
plant of the mustard family, which used to be de- 
scribed as found in Echo Lake, Franconia Notch, 
'N. H., in the White Mountains. But forty years had 
passed and no one had ever seen it there. Asa Gray 
had searched for it without results. Few botanists 
there were who had not tried Echo Lake, but in vain. 

Subularia was the name of this tiny, elusive plant. 
One day Mrs. Slosson said to Dr. Prime, “I’m going 
up to Echo to find Subularia.”” Her old friend the 
New England writer, Rose Terry Cooke, was with 
her. They walked and talked together, forgetting 
what they had started for. Suddenly Mrs. Slosson 
exclaimed, “Oh, I haven’t found my Subularia.” She, 
stooped down, picked up a little thing. at her feet, and 
said quietly, “That’s it.” 

“Nonsense,” said Mrs, Cooke. 

That autumn, however, Mrs. Slosson published a 
paper on a few plants that she had found that sum- 
mer, and described her Subularia. Letters began to 
come from the botanists, including Asa Gray. They 
were all skeptical, And Mrs. Slosson unfortunately 
had lost the specimen she had picked up at her feet, 
so she could not prove her discovery. But she prom- 
ised to do so the following summer. 


How She Found the Subularia 


The year rolled around, and she was back at Fran- 
conia. One day she went out on the lake with Dr. 
Prime, and peered over the side of the boat, down into 
the clear waters. She knew that the Subularia grew 
on the bottom of the lake, and she said to Dr. Prime 
after while, “I believe that’s it.” 

They pulled up some of it on an oar, and found 
there was plenty moge to be had. Professor Gray in- 
sisted, then, that she claim the honor of rediscovery, 
and she did so in “The Torrey Bulletin,” —named for 
Professor John Torrey the botanist. Mrs. Slosson, 
later, told the story of the finding of Subularia in 
“Fishin’ Jimmy,” weaving it into the life of that dear 
but imaginary character. 

“He knew, too, all the strange, beautiful under-water 
growth: bladderwort in long, feathery garlands, pel- 
lucid water-weed, quillwort in stiff little bunches with 
sharp-pointed leaves of olive-green,—all so seldon\ 
seen save by the arigler whose hooks draw up fromi 
time to time the wet, lovely tangle. 

“T remember the amusement with which a certain 
well-known botanist, who had journeyed to the moun- 
‘tains in search of a little plant found many years ago 
near Lake Echo, but not since seen, heard me propose 
to consult Fishin’ Jimmy: on the subject. But I was 
wiser than he knew. Jimmy looked at the specimen 
brought as an aid to identification. It was dry and 
flattened, and as unlike a living, growing plant as are 
generally the specimens from an herbarium. But it 
showed the awl-shaped leaves, and thread-like stalk 
with its tiny round seed-vessels, like those of our com- 
mon shepherd’s-purse, and Jimmy knew it at once. 

“*There’s a dreffle lot o’ that peppergrass out in 
deep water there, jest where I ketched the big pick’ril,’ 
he said quietly. ‘I seen it nigh a foot high, an’ it’s 


{ 





Editor’s Note.—Many of Mrs. Slosson’s earlier books are 
cut of print, but the following are still obtainable, and may 
be ordered either from the publishers named or from The 
Sunday School Times Company at the prices given, plus 
ten percent for postage: 

Fishin’ Jimmy (Scribners, New York, 60 cents). 
A Local Colorist (Scribners, $1). 

Story-Tell Lib (Scribners, 60 cents). 

The Heresy of Mehetabel Clark ($1). 

A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem (75 cents). 
Puzzled Souls ($1). 

Simples from the Master’s Garden ($1.50). 


Appleton’s Encyclopaedia of American Biography 
-says that the:écholarly temperament is “ that rare 
combination of -profound insight, sustained atten- 
tion, microscopic accuracy, iron tenacity, and dis- 
interested pursuit of truth, which characterizes 
‘the .great scientific discoverer or the great his- 
torian.” Is it too much to say, in the light of this 
definition and her life work in various lines, that 
Mrs. Annie Trumbull Slosson had the scholarly 
temperament? Her researches in botany and 
entomology, as described in this article, will sur- 
prise some who knew and loved her chiefly for 
her stories of New England character. 








= and livin’er than them dead sticks in your 
book.’ 


“At our request he accompanied the unbelieving 
botanist and myself to the spot; and there, looking 
down through the sunlit water, we saw great. patches 
of that rare and long-lost plant of the Cruciferae 
known to science as Subularia aquatica. For forty 
years it had hidden itself away, growing and blossom- 
ing and casting abroad its tiny seeds in its watery 
home, unseen, or at least unnoticed, by living soul, 
save by the keen, soft, limpid eyes. of Fishin’ Jimmy,” 

In entomology Mrs. Slosson did such remarkable 
work that she enjoyed the unusual honor of having 
no less than seventy different insects named for her, 
because discovered by her. There are species of in- 
sects known today gs Slossonae, and Slossonii, and 
Annae, And even a genus is named for her, Slos- 
sonia, 

She began publishing lists of insects that she had 
taken in the Alpine region of Mount Washington, 
above the 4,000 foot altitude. She went on with this 
until she had published lists of 2,000 species of in- 
sects that she had personally taken there, eight lists 
in all. These enter into standard reference works 
on both sides of the Atlantic. Many of the insects 
she found on Mount Washington had never before 
been found outside the Alps; others had been found 
only in Iceland, Greenland, and the Arctic regions. 
Many were hitherto unknown to science, and it has 
been said that never before were such entomological 
lists published on this side of the Atlantic. 

Her work as a naturalist was of the greatest help 
to Mrs. Slosson in all her literary activities, for she 
seldom wrote stories without bringing in some accurate 
nature description, and she was sure to have letters 
of inquiry about these from naturalists. 

More than twenty years ago Mrs. Slosson had a 
really extraordinary experience in entomology. She 
told me about it one day as I was with her in her New 
York home, and I have in my hands as I write a copy 
of “The Canadian Entomologist,” for July, 1903, con- 
taining several pages on it written by herself. The 
article is called “A Coleopterous Conundrum” ; briefly 
the facts were as follows. , 

‘She had been clearing out an old cedar closet in 
her New York home, where had been stored various 


insect specimens of little value, many broken and‘ 


worthless. As she went over these, preparing to burn 
the insect débris, she noticed what seemed to be tiny 
brown ants running about in one of the boxes. She 
dropped one of the little creatures into a poison bot- 
tle and examined it with her magnifying glass. 


A Baffling Mystery 

It was not an ant, but—what was it? She had 
never seen anything like it before. So she secured 
half a dozen specimens, — indeed, twenty before she 
got through,— mounted two of them, and sent them 
to a Philadelphia scientist for identification. | 

He wrote back that-he had never seen anything like 
her “capture,” and asked whether it had been intro- 
duced with some of her specimens from South Florida. 

-Now Mrs, Slosson’s,curiosity was aroused. In spite 
of her own wide familarity with the subject, she had 
confidently expected light from her fellow.entomologist. 
Failing in this, she sent specimens to one authority 
after another, in different parts of America, and one 
of her friends sent a specimen to Dr. Sharp, of Cam- 
bridge, England. He in turn was baffled. The Wash- 
ington scientist who sent it to him wrote to Mrs, 
Slosson: 

“The mystery deepens. The creature is such a 
ghostly, unsubstantial thing for a beetle—a regular 
coleopterous ghoul —that I almost find myself won- 
dering if, when I look in the box again, I won’t find 
it vanished into thin air. Did you find it actually feed- 
ing on the specimens? Was there sign of larvae? 
Pardon my numerous questions, but the case is so re- 





markable that I would get all possible information. 
We must, perhaps, -put some coleopterous Sherlock 
Holmes on the trail to run this fellow down.” 

. Specimens eventually went to every distinguished 
coleopterist in North America and Great Britain, but 
none could throw any light on the “Coleopterous Co- 
nundrum.” The Editor of The Entomological News 
of the Academy of Natural Sciences at Philadelphia, 
asked for an enlarged cut of the insect to print on the 
cover of his magazine, where they feature the greatest 
discovery of the year. 

Mrs. S!osson never found any more of these enig- 
matical little bugs. She closed her “Conundrum” ar- 
ticle, mentioned above, in this way: 

“Shall I ever find more specimens of what I have 
sometimes, in chat over my discovery, styled Jgnotus 
acnigmaticus? I trow not. For me—a woman, and 
therefore, of course, full of vain imaginings — those 
creatures had no beginning; no egg, grub or pupa pre- 
ceded them; no weary, slow-paced evolutionary pro- 
cess developed the strange little beings. They sprang 
into full, perfect imago life in those May days, having 
no family, no relations, belonging to no class, their 
secret to be unlocked by no key, artificial or natural; 
unfathomable mysteries, unsolvable problems, unguess- 
able conundrums. Was it to confound the wise they 
came? to fulfill a prophecy I find in a certain old book, 
‘Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the diviners 
confounded’ ?” 

When my wife and I were in China, in 1920, and 
were visiting missionaries on the mountain top of 
Kuling, she met. an insect-lover there whom she told 
of our relationship to Mrs. Slosson. He was delighted 
to learn of this, and entrusted Mrs. Trumbull with a 
box of twenty or more beautiful specimens of moths 
and butterflies that he had collected in China. These 
were carefully mounted, and Mrs. Trumbull brought 
them safely on the journey of 12,000 miles or more 
back to America, and presented them to Aunt Annie. 
To say that she was pleased is putting it mildly. She 
was like a schoolgirl in her delight, and said she would 
rather have had that box of specimens than a diamond 
necklace. Many of them, she said, she had never seen 
before.- Again, when we were in Switzerland in the 
summer of 1925 we discovered a series of beautifully 
colored reproductions of moths and butterflies, and 
brought this back to Mrs. Slosson, who kept it on the 
wall of her room until her death. 


An Entomological Society’s Tribute 


Mrs, Slosson’s nephew, Dr. Bern B. Gallaudet, re- 
cently received the following letter from the New 
York Entomological Society : 


Dear Dr. Gallaudet: 

The New York Entomological Society desires to ex- 
press its deep regret for the death of its distinguished 
fellow member, Annie Trumbull Slosson. 

The Society was organized June 29, 1892, with Mrs, 
Slosson as one of its founders; and for the thirty-four 
years of its existence she has ever been its steadfast 
friend. 

In the course of these years most of those who had 
her help in founding the Society have passed away, and 
she has often affectionately designated some of the 
present officers as “her boys.” 

In the same spirit these “boys,” many themselves 
no longer young, and their fellow members, bring affec- 
tionate tribute to her service to Entomology and espe- 
cially to the Society of which she was an honored mem- 
ber. 

Yous truly, 


Chas. W. Leng, Secretary. 


In 1925 Mrs. Slosson presented her collection of 
35,000 specimens of insects to the American Museum 
of Natural History, and was made a Patron of this 
distinguished organization. 

The Hartford Daily Times, in its notice of Mrs. 
Slosson’s death, quoted an address she gave years ago 
to children living in the country districts of Connec- 
ticut, when she said: “I wish I could show you how 
easily you could make your lives full of beauty, in- 
terest and keen enjoyment. Your quiet farm life may 
seem to you dull, monotonous. But what a museum 
of wonders is the piece of woods a stone’s throw from 
your door; what books could tell you what nature’s 


pleasant pictured pages tell? What school with its ~ ts 


hot, close rooms and weary teachers is like the frée 


open-door life, with its lessons learned each our so . 


easily and well?” a 

But, much as she loved to write of the world of 
nature, it was when she wrote gf nature’s Creator 
and Lord that Mrs. Slosson’s-fare vision was at its 
best. No one who. reads “Fishin’ Jimmy” can be in 
any doubt of this. Dg you remember that scene when 
the old fishermap’s life was almost over? He had 
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been injured, trying to find two lost boys in the moun- 
tains. He was brought back, and his friends were 
with him, 

“The old angler did not suffer —we were so glad 
of that! But he did not appear to know us, and his 
talk seemed strange. It rambled on quietly, softly, 
like one of his own mountain brooks, babbling of green 
fields, of sunny summer days, of his favorite sport, 
and ah! of other things. But he was not speaking to 
us. A sudden, awed hush and thrill came over us as, 
bending to catch the low words, we all at once under- 
stood what only the bishop put into words as he said, 
half to pianetl, in a sudden; quick, broken whisper, 
‘God bless the man, he’s talking to his Master!’ 

“‘Yes, sir, that’s so,’ went on the quiet voice; ‘’t. 
was on’y a dog sure nuff; ’t wa’n’t even a boy, as ye 
say, an’ ye ast me to be a fisher o’ men. But I hain’t 
had no chance for that, somehow; mebbe I wa’n’t fit 
for ’t. I’m on’y jest a poor old fisherman, Fishin’ 
Jimmy, ye know, sir. Ye. useter call me James — 
no one else ever done it. On’y a dog? But he wa’n't 
jest a common dog, sir; he was a fishin’ dog. I never 
seed a man love fishin’ mor’n Dash.’ 

“The dog was in the room, and heard his name. 
Stealing to the bedside, he put a cold nose into the 
cold hand of his old friend, and no one had the heart 
to take him away. The touch turned the current of 
the old man’s talk for a moment, and he was fishing 
again with his dog friend. ‘See ’em break, Dashy! 
See ’em break! Lots on ’em today, ain't they? Keep 
still, there’s a good dog, while I put on a diffunt fly. 
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Don’t ye see they’re jumpin’ at them gnats? Ain’t 


the water jest ‘live with ‘em? Ain't it shinin’ an’ 
clear an’>— The voice faltered an instant, then went 
on: ‘Yes, sir, I’m comin’ — I’m glad, dreffle glad to 
come. Don’t mind ’bout my leavin’ my fishin’; do ye 
think I care ’bout that, I'll just lay down my pole 
ahin’ the alders here, an’ put my lan’in’ net on the 
stuns, with my flies an’ tackle—the boys’ like ’em, 
ye know —an’ I'll be right along. 

“*T mos’ knowed ye was on’y a-tryin’ me when ye 
said that ’bout how I hadn’t been a fisher o’ men, nor 
even boys, on’y a dog. °*T was a— fishin’ dog — ye 
know —an’ ye was allers dreffle good to fishermen, — 
dreffie good to—everybody; died—for ’em, didn’t 

e?— 

“*Please wait —on—the bank there, a minnit; I’m 
comin’ ’crost. Water’s pretty — cold this — spring — 
an’ the stream’s risin’—but—I—can—do it;— 
don’t ye mind bout me, sir. I'll get acrost.’ Once 
more the voice ceased, and we thought we should not 
hear it again this side that stream. 

“But suddenly a strange light came over the thin 
face, the soft gray eyes opened wide, and he cried out, 
with the strong voice we had so often heard come 
ringing out to us across the mountain streams above 
the sound of their rushing: ‘Here I be, sir! It’s 
Fishin’ Jimmy, ye know, from Francony way; him ye 
useter call James when ye come ’long the shore o’ the 
pond an’ I was a-fishin’. I heern ye agin, jest now — 
an’ I —straightway — f’sook — my — nets — an’ — fol- 
lered —~ ” 
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Daily Adventures 


When I found my “ chief’’ business for my Lord 











in Soul Winning 
By George T. B. Davis 














Mr. Davis’ ‘‘chief business ’’ of soul-winning went on without interruption as he sped to China last month to 
begin the distribution of the Testaments, funds for which have been secured through the Million Testaments for 
China Campaign. Will you not keep him in your prayers, asking that God may richly’ bless this broadcasting of 


the Word ? 


Two practical books on soul-winning will be found helpful in connection with this article. They are ‘‘ True 
Evangelism, or Soul-Winning by Prayer,’’ by Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D. ($1, postage 10 cents), and ‘‘Every- 
Member Evangelism,’’ by J. E. Conant, D.D. ($1.50, postage 12 cents). Both may be had from The Sunday 


School Times Company, Philadelphia. 


HEN fifteen years of age I decided to de- 

vote my entire life to the service of the Lord. 

Later, as I attended college and a theological 

seminary, I heard very little about the duty of Chris- 

tians seeking to lead people to Christ one by one by 

personal, individual effort. Sometimes I- would read 

about how Dwight L. Meody would speak to strangers 
on railway trains about accepting Christ. But 

thought, “Oh, that’s all right for him. He’s an evan- 

gelist. That’s his business. But it is not necessary 

for the ordinary Christian to do anything like that.” 

After leaving the theological seminary, I was on 

the staff of The Ram’s Horn, a very unique religious 
paper published in Chicago. At this time my soul 
was deeply stirred by the reports of the wonderful 
mission meetings conducted by Dr. R. A. Torrey and 
Mr. Charles Alexander, first in Australia, then in 
Great Britain. In the midst of their missions in Eng- 
land Mr. Alexander married Miss. Helen Cadbury and 
they came to America on their honeymoon trip. 
-_ When Mr. Alexander reached Chicago, I inter- 
viewed him and sent the interview to a number of re- 
ligious papers. Mr, Alexander was. delighted with 
this method of sending the same story to various papers 
and so greatly increasing the number of. readers. He 
suggested that I should go to Great Britain and write 
up the Torrey-Alexander Mission meetings for the 
press and so help spread the revival fire. 

I was not slow ‘n accepting his offer, for it was the 
thing above all others that I desired to do. At this 
time my mother and I were living in Chicago, and 
although she was sixty-eight years of age, a period 
when most people are thinking of laying down life’s 
burdens, she did not hesitate for a moment to accom- 
pany me to Great Britain. And let me add that that 
was the beginning of twenty years of traveling up and 
down the world together, soul-winning and distribut- 
ing the Word. 

When we reached England, Dr. Torrey and Mr. 
Alexander had just commenced the mission at Bolton. 
Night after night thousands of people gathered in a 
big drill hall. God’s Spirit was present in great 
power. The ve2gy atmosphere was surcharged with 
spiritual exaltation. Wesley said that the people of 
Bolton sang like angels, and they certainly did so 
in those meetings. 

I supposed, of course, that my chief business would 
be to describe the meetings for the press. But I soon 
found that I-was mistaken. The second or third night 
after I reached there I was standing around looking 
for some striking incident to write up. Mr. Alexander 
called me up to the platform and said, “Davis, the 
sermon is over, Take your Bible and go down there 
and lead some one to Jesus Christ.” : 

It was very hard for me to go right\up to strangers 
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and say, “Are you a Christian? Are you saved? Do 
you love the Lord?” I had not the courage to begin 
with men—TI just spoke to boys. But, as one boy 
after another began to say, “Yes, I will take Christ as 
my Saviour,” it just thrilled me through and through 
with the holy joy of it. I said, “Oh, if it brings this 
wonderful joy in the mission meetings, God helping 
me, I will do it on the streets, on tramcars, on railway 
trains, and everywhere.” I found that my chief busi- 
ness each day was winning souls instead of writing 
articles. 

About that time I heard Dr. Torrey tell how Dwight 
L. Moody, soon after his conversion, made up his mind 
that he would speak to some one each day about ac- 
cepting Christ. I said, “If Moody can do that, I can. 
I have twenty-four hours every day, and surely I can 
do that much for the Master who died on Calvary 
for me.” 

Sometimes I would forget to speak to some one dur- 
ing the day, and after I had retired would suddenly 
remember that I had not spoken to anyone that day 
about accepting Christ. I would get up and dress, 
and perhaps the first person I met would be walking 
rapidly and I would not tackle him, Fut presently I 
would find an opportunity and grasp it. The spiritual 
victory might not be very great, but-it would help me 
not to forget it another day. 

I soon discovered that while in the mission meetings 
it was easy and natural to speak to people about ac- 
cepting Christ, it would not do to stop a man on the 
street suddenly and ask him if he were a Christian. I 
found there must be a natural method of approach. 
At this time I heard of the Pocket Testament League, 
and. began the habit of carrying Gospels and Testa- 
ments with me to give to those who would agree to 
read and carry them. Then, when they had declared 
that they would read a Gospel or Testament, it was 
the most natural thing in the world to say to them, 
“That’s a splendid thing to do; but did you ever accept 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour?” 
In this way it was as easy and natural to get to the 
real issue in individual work as in a mission meeting. 

And the beauty and the glory of the plan was this, 
that while my talk with the individua) might amount 
to absolutely nothing, yet he had: the Word of God 
with which to read himself-into the kingdom if he was 
not a Christian; or to build him up in the faith if he 
had already found the Lord. 

Let me give an example of how this method works. 
Some years ago, while in Birmingham, Eng., I had 
gone but a few steps from the place where we were 
staying when I met a big policeman. Something said 
to me, “Speak to him about his soul.” I‘ must confess 
that at that time I was a little afraid to go up to a 
policeman and begin talking to him straightway about 





‘NOVEMBER 27, 1926 


his soul and about the Lord Jesus Christ. I began to 
talk about the weather and politics, but presently I got 
up courage to talk about the Lord. I had not been 
talking about the Lord long before I saw a big tear 
glistening in his eye. I thought, “Hello, this man is 
interested in this matter,” 

Presently I pulled out a little Testament and said, 
“Constable, I will give you this Book if you wilk do 
two things: Carry it with you and read one or more 
chapters daily.” He agreed to this and signed his 
name in the little Book. Now notice the result. About 
a month later Mr. Alexander was holding a meeting 
in a mission hail near there. Back near the door, 
dressed. in plain clothes, sat this same policeman. 

Finally the invitation was given and Mr. Alexander 
said, “Who will accept Christ? Standup.” The 


policeman was about the first to respond. He marched : 


up to the front with the others —and it took a lot of 
courage, for they were mostly boys and or and young 
people — and rang out as clearly as cou 

Jesus as my Saviour, my Lord, and my King.” 

Seeing he was such a big, fine looking fellow, Mr. 
Alexander said, “Brother, I don’t usually ask this, 
but I would just like to know, if you don’t mind tell- 
ing us, what it was that led you to Christ.” The 
policeman replied, as. he held up the Testament, “It 
was that little Book given me a month ago.” 

That was a fresh revelation to me of the power of 
God’s. Word to lead people to Christ. I said, “If one 
little Testament will lead one. big policeman to Jesus: 
Christ, I will give one to every policeman in the sta- 
tion.” There were about seventeen men in the little 
police station and-practically all of them agreed to read 
and carry the little Testaments. I would meet them 
day after day and would ask them how far they had 
read and how they were getting on. In five months 
eight of the policemen confessed Christ, and five of 
them joined the church-at one time. It was a real re- 
vival in a police station. It was not. my work; it was 
the Word of God. 

It was not all clear sailing—as it never will be. 
The first policeman offered a second policeman a little 
Testament. Did he take it? I should think not.. He 
began to curse and swear a blue streak around the 
station. He said he wanted to have nothing to do with 
— of the kind. i 
« But notice what happened. The little Testament 
changed that first policeman’s life. At length, the 
second policeman, seeing the change in the life of his 
comrade, came around and said he believed he would 
like to have one of those little Testaments. after all! 
He not only took the little Book, but better than that, 
he accepted the Lord as his Saviour. Three years later 
that once scofiing, swearing policeman went with me 
to London, and gave a ringing testimony before police- 
men. from all parts of Britain of the saving and keep- 
ing power of the Lord Jesus Christ. Nine years later 
I saw the second policeman and asked him how many 
days he had missed reading and carrying the little 
Book during the nine years. You can guess his an- 
swer: “Not one day in nine years!” 

Praise God the method works everywhere. Let me 
give an illustration from America. Some years ago 
I was walking along a street in Philadelphia — about 
Twelfth Street between Chestnut and-Walnut. 

I saw a lame beggar squatted down on the sidewalk. 
He was a miserable looking specimen of humanity. 
One leg was gone; one hand was crumpled up; his 
face showed the marks of the life he was living. His 
cap was on his crutch before him. I think possibly 
I tossed a coin into his cap as I went by. Then some- 
thing seemed to say to me, “Go back and speak to that 
man. He needs the Lord.” I gave him a little Gos- 
pel of John which he agreed to read. Several days 
later I passed by and gave him an entire New Testa- 
ment. He joined the Pocket Testament League agree- 
ing to read and carry the Testament daily. 

Several days later still I passed by again, and there 
was a marvelous change. His face was shining with 
joy. I said, “Brother, what’s happened to you?” He 
pulled out the little Gospel of John and said, “Look 
there. I have signed my name. I-have given my heart 
to the Lord. I have become a Christian.” And so 
he had. , 

Later he said, “I have been one of the worst men in 
the city of Philadelphia. I have been a drunkard for 
thirty years, but now I don’t know what is the mat- 
ter with me. I am so happy I don’t know what to do. 
I just wart to sing hymns all day long.” He sat out in 
the park and read one hundred chapters in the Book in 
five hours. He read the entire New Testament through 
in three days. 

People said, “Oh, that’s all right. He’s started. be- 
fore. He'll go on for a couple of weeks and then 
down hell go.” He went on for two weeks. He 


went on for two months. It is true that he did slip - 


twice and took a drink, but he came straight back to 
God with strong crying and tears. Then he went on 
from glory to glory. 


A year later I saw my friend at the Pennsylvania 


Station as I was passing through the city. His face 
was still shining with joy as he told me how he was 
trying to win other drunkards to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
He was no longer a lame beggar — he was still lame. 
but not a beggar. He was an honored and respected 
citizen of Philadelphia. He joined one of the leading 
churches there. 
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Lesson for December 12 
1 Samuel 1-3 


I knew my*friend was a great reader. I said, “Mr. 
Drakeley, how many times have you read the little 
Book through?” “Weil,” he replied, “I will tell you. 
Every time I read it straight through I put a little 
mark in the back of it, and today after lunch I finished 
reading it through for the twenty-seventh time” — 
and it still lacked three days of being a year. No 
wonder he had power to win others to the Lord Jesus, 

Mr. Drakeley went on gloriously serving the Lord. 
Five years passed. One night he went to his home 


- complaining of pains in his back. Two or three days. 


later he passed through the pearly gates on his way 
to see the King in His Beauty. 

A short time before he passed away he wrote me a 
letter —I- was in Scotland at the time—and he said 
he had left a little souvenir for me with a friend-in 
Philadelphia. After his death I wrote to my friend 
and asked him to send me the souvenir. I supposed 
it was something worth twenty-five or fifty cents. I 
think one could guess many times without guessing 
correctly what the souvenir was. It was a genuine 
diamond ring—I suppose one of the most valuable 
things he possessed — and he wanted to give it to the 
man who had pointed him to the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world. 

What was it wrought the change? It was not my 
work; it was God's Word. 

Now let. me give an illustration from Australia. 
One Sunday morning in Sydney I spoke to an audience 
of down-and-out men at “The Rocks,” where they give 
them a free breakfast. As I spoke I held up the pic- 
ture of a Canadian prizefighter and told how he had 

_.found the Lord. - I said I would be glad to give little 

. Testaments to those who would agree to read and 
carry them, and appealed for decisions for Christ. 
Among those who came forward to confess Christ 
and to receive the little Book was “Curley” who had 
boxed for the lightweight championship of North 
Queensland. 

A week later Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman and Mr. 
Charles. M. Alexander were holding a meeting for 
men only in the Sydney Town Hall. Before begin- 
ning his sermon Dr. Chiapas said, “Curley, come 
up here and tell these men what happened to you a 
week ago.” 2 

“Curley” went up to the platform, and they told me 
that he thrilled that great audience as he told the story 
of how he had not only received the Testament but 
had accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal 
Saviour. 

You say that sounds very nice. _But that was not 
the end of the story. Three years later [. was in 
Sydne in and saw “Curley.” He was still going 
on splendidly witnessing for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He told me that he had seen a dozen of the roughest 
and toughest characters of Sydney transformed by 
the power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Nine years later I was in Sydney again. “Curley,” 
whose proper name was Mr. Walsh, was still going on 
splendidly serving the Lord. For. years following his 
conversion he had been a member or leader of a band 
of working men who would go out at night after 
their day’s aor was ended holding meetings in various 
places and witnessing for Christ. I said te him, “Mr. 

- Walsh, how many do you think have confessed Christ 
in. meetings you have held since your conversion?” 
He replied that he thought it was-safe to say that not 
less than one thousand persons had professed faith in 
Christ in their meetings. 

Now an illustration from China. Nearly three years 
ago I visited two big model prisons in Peking. The 
authorities, though not Christians themselves, extended 
every courtesy. They gave permission to address the 
men and distribute Pocket Testaments. 

‘Several talks were given to the men and eight hun- 
dred Testaments were presented to those who agreed 
to carry them, and to read at least one chapter 
daily. The workin the Second Model Prison espe- 


cially was splendidly followed up by Mr. Goa of the. 


Educational Department, who had formerly been an 
officer in General Feng’s army. 

Within six months more than a hundred of the men 
from the two prisons, who had received the Testaments, 
were released before their terms expired, because of 
good conduct. 

But the fruitage of changed lives was by no means 
confined to those whose terms had been shortened. It 
was my privilege to visit-both the prisons again about 
six months after the Testaments were first distributed. 
At once I was struck by the brighter appearance of 
the men who had become Christians. I asked for 
volunteers to stand up before the other men and tell 
of any blessing they had received through the Testa- 
ments. The response was as ready as if it had been 
a Salvation Army or a Rescue Mission meeting in the 
homelands. One man said: 

“T have read to Hebrews. 
Book my heart-was very wicked. Now my heart 
is full of peace and I am very happy.” 

Another man said, “I never heard of Christianity 
before I came to the prison, but since I received the 
Testament I have believed in Jesus Christ, and my 
heart is now full of peace.” 

Another testified, “Before I received the Testament 
I was always sick-and full of trouble. 


read the Testament my sickness melted away, and my 
heart is filled with peace and I am always happy.” 


Before I received the . 


But after I . 
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The convicting power of the Word was clearly re- 
vealed in the testimony of quite a young man. He 
arose and spoke with great earnestness, saying in sub- 
stance, “When I came to the prison I thought that I 
had never done anything wrong in my life. But after 
reading the Testament I realized that I had done many 
wicked things. Now I have found peace and I am al- 
ways very happy.” | 

Nearly a year later another visit was paid to the 
Second Model Prison. At the close of the address an 
intelligent-faced prisoner stood up and said, “Before 
I came to the prison I was a bad man. Since receiv- 
ing the Testament, I have read it every day and have 
carried it every day. I have accepted Christ as my 
Saviour and my heart is full of peace and joy.’ Then 
a look of sadness came over his face as he said, “My 
family are not good people. When my father and 
mother and brother come to visit me I exhort them to 
receive the doctrine, and now they have begun to be- 
lieve.” 

The man spoke with such earnestness and sincerity 
that we looked up his record to ascertain the ‘cause 
of his imprisonment. He had been committed to. prison 
on the charge of murder. The prisoner kindly gave 
me the little Testament he had read and carried in 
exchange fora new one. In the Testament was a slip 
of paper on which was written a meditation express- 
ing his new-found joy and peace in Christ. «It read 
as follows: “Although I am poor, I am glad to learn 
the doctrine of Christ, and my heart rejoices. My 
heart is sorely troubled when I think how the Lord 
suffered on the Cross for me. 

“The Lord gives me peace! The Lord gives me 
peace! The peace which the Lord gives me is alto- 
gether different from the happiness which the world 
gives; and men cannot take it away. Peace is in 
Heaven !” 

The closing part of this article is being prepared in 
Seattle, Wash., just prior to taking the steamer for 
China to help in the distribution of the Word in that 
great and distressed land. It doubled the joy of the 
journey from Philadelphia to Seattle to do personal 
work with the Word of God all along the way. 

More than 100 Testaments were given to those who 


- have agreed to read and carry them, while several 
‘ declared their decision for Christ. 


Among those who 
enlisted to carry the Word with them and read it daily 
were four railway engineers, four firemen, four train 
conductors,* seven brakemen, seventeen train porters, 
three Pullman conductors, and thirty-seven dining- 
car employees, including four stewards, two chefs, 
six cooks and twenty-five waiters. I find it an espe- 
cial pleasure to give God’s Word to railway and street- 
car employees, taxicab drivers, and others who serve 
the traveling public, as it is impossible for them to get 
to the house of God on the Lord’s Day with any 
regularity. 

On reaching Chicago I was delighted to hear about 
a “red cap” to whom I had given a Testament a couple 
of months previous who was faithfully reading it day 
by day. Many of those who received the Testaments 
expressed their deep appreciation and gratitude. A 
train porter declared that if I met him ten years later 
he would still have the little Book. Another said that 
he had never received any gift that he appreciated 


‘ more than the little Testament. 
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After giving a man a Testament on condition that 
he read and carry it, it was just as easy to speak to 
him about his soul’s salvation as in the white heat of 
revival meetings. A bright young engineer, who \was 
a passenger in the same car on the Santa Fe between 
Chicago and Los Angeles, talked freely about spiritual 
things and not only received the Testament, but de- 
clared his decision for Christ as his personal Saviour. 
_ Just before reaching San Francisco I hurried back 
into the dining car to get my hat which I had left 
there earlier in the day. One of the waiters said it 
was surely providential that I had come back, for he 
and another waiter had not received the little Books 
and were longing to have them, After giving him the 
Testaments came the question of salvation. He seemed 
like a piece of ripé fruit ready to be picked. In a 
few moments we were bowing together in prayer while 
he confessed Christ as his Saviour, 

Perhaps the decision that filled me with greater joy 
than any other during the journey was that of a taxi- 
cab driver just as we reached the hospitable home of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Horne in San Francisco, who 
labored many years in China in connection with the 
China Inland Mission, The driver was an_ Italian 
young man who was delighted to receive a copy of the 
Word of God. When it came to the question of eter- 
nal life he, too, seemed ready to make the great deci- 
sion, First I prayed and then he followed me repeating 
clearly and distinctly several sentences yielding his 
life to God, and asking forgiveness for all his sins. 

A few hours ago, shortly before reaching Seattle, 
I went up to the engine and offered Testaments to 
the fireman and engineer. First the fireman signed his 
name ia the little Book agreeing to read and carry it, 
while the engineer looked askance at the proceeding, 


- as he thought I was selling them. When he learned 


that they were free he gladly enlisted and expressed 
his deep appreciation at receiving such a beautiful lit- 
tle Book free of cost. He confessed that early in his 
life he had attended church fairly regularly, but had 
largely neglected such things since he had become 
a railroad man. It seemed to impress him deeply that 
some one was concerned enough to give away, free 
of cost, such a nice little Testament. 

As we left the train in Seattle I stoticed the station 
master standing on the platform... When I approached 
him and asked if he would like to read and carry one 
of the little Testaments he at once pulled a wallet from 
his pocket and showed me a Gospel of John which he 
had carried for years. He was greatly delighted to 
receive and read and carry the little Testament. It 
was a fitting climax to the journey from Philadelphia 
to Seattle which was in reality a kind of revival meet- 
ing more than 4,000 miles long. My words during 
the journey doubtless amounted to very little indeed, 
but we know that his own Word will never, never re- 
turn void. Oh, the joy of giving away the Word in 
seeking and saving the lost, and in building up in the 
faith those who are already followers of Christ! 

In oe let me give one suggestion. I have found 
it most helpful to have a definite word of prayer in 
the morning asking the Lord to guide and lead me 
during the day to just the right persons; and to give 
just the right messages for them. It is glorious how 
marvelously and miraculously the Lord will answer! 

SHANGHAI, CHINA. 








Why his resuming command of the Christian 
army seems imminent 








The Return of Marshal Feng 


By A. Gordon Melvin, Ph.D. 














Last week the story of what has happened to the Christian army since Marshal Feng left in January was told 


y doen missionaries and Christian leaders in China. 


This week Dr. Melvin, a missionary in Hankow, 


‘ows further light on the recent retreat of the Christian army, and tells what he sees of Marshal Feng’s present 


opportunity and danger. 


shal Feng Yu-hsiang, their retirement into the 

far west of China, and Feng’s personal absence 
from the country have brought discouragement to the 
hearts of those who have been interested in the Chris- 
tian General. Those who have had a more intimate 
insight into what has.been going on than can be ob- 
tained from the newspapers, and those who know the 
ups and downs of Chinese history, have not been so 
discouraged. Rather have they been looking for the 
day when the tide of fortune would change and Mar- 
shal Feng would return to’still greater things than he 
has hitherto accomplished. That day seems to be just 
before us and it seems likely that before these words 
can reach the press Marshal Feng may again be figur- 
ing prominently in news from China. 

As short a time ago as last spring, Feng’s army 
was in possession of Peking, the Chinese capital. 
When he found that his health was breaking down 
and that the personal hate directed against himself 
by his enemies was likely to injure the army, he re- 
signed and left the country, going to Russia and pre- 
paring to travel abroad to Germany and perhaps later 
to America. His absence was not sufficient, however, 
to allay the hate of those who were his ambitious 


T HE recent apparent defeats of the army of Mar- 





rivals, for his successor as Commander-in-Chief, 
Chang Chih-chiang, carried on the life and policies of 
the army in exact accord with its previous develop- 
ment. That Feng’s army, the Kuominchun, should 
hold any of the power or obtain any of the spoils, was 
too much for the overweening ambition of Chang 
Tso-lin and Wu Pei-fu, the other two of the three 
powerful Chinese Marshals. In spite of the fact 
that Wu Pei-fu’s force was stil! suffering from dis- 
union, due to his recent defeat by Chang Tso-lin, the 
two joined forces in some sort of temporary alliance 
and directed their combined efforts against Feng’s 
army. In view of the coming conflict Feng’s army 
retired from Peking rapidly, in a night, leaving every- 
thing in order, with every bill paid and without the 
loss of a man or a gun, and took up a position in the 
Nankow Pass west of Peking. Here, with ample 
time to preparé the most elaborate modern defense 
they “dug in.” Lines of trenches were built and 
lined with stone. Electrified wire entanglements, be- 
hind which were planks filled with upturned spikes, 
were set up. Powerful guns were set on concrete 
bases, and the pass was considered impregnable. 
For some time Chang Tso-lin left the active opera- 
tions to Wu Pei-fu. There followed one of the great- 





718 * 


est fiascos in military history. Wu suffered one re- 
verse after another. One by one his allies turned 
against him in the face of his ridiculous orders, given 
to unpaid and half-equipped men, to take the pass, 
Finally the sqn of Chang Tso-lin, Chang Hsueh- 
liang,4 an educated and intelligent young man, took 
charge of operations, using his own picked troops, and 
after a few days of heavy bombardment the Kuomin- 
chun retreated westward and the pass was taken. 

Accurate information concerning such matters is 
almost impossible to get in China. There are several 
circumstances, however, which make it not at all un- 
likely that there is an inside story. There is every 
reason to believe that the position the Kuominchun 
held in the Nankow Pass was actually impregnable to 
any force that Chinese troops could bring against it. 
Some explanation of its fall seems, therefore, to be 
necessary. The fall of the Pass was heralded far and 
wide by the Chinese press. The Nankow victory was 
claimed as a great glory to Chang Hsueh-liang. There 
are those who claim that this victory was written up 
for the special purpose of creating an excuse to make 
a hero. of Chang Hsueh-liang and to make him a Mar- 
shal. This, however, may not be true. What seems 
more likely is that the Kuominchun retired to save 
loss of life and promiscuous slaughter of the soldiers 
of both sides. It is said that when the battle was at 
its height Chang Chih-chiang, beholding the terrible 
carnage wrought by his guns among the enemy, and 
seeing the lesser losses of his.own men, issued the or- 
der to retire. Rear positions had been carefully pre- 
pared and, except for certain accidental losses, the 
army retreated in order far into the west where little 
pursuit has been given. They continue to hold the 
whole province of Kansu and parts of other western 
territories. 

Such was the situation in midsummer of this year, 
when a new and significant factor entered into the 
situation in the form of a great Southern military 
movement under the leadership of a very young but 
very clever Southerner, Chiang Kai-shih, Wie name 
must now be considered as one to be remembered by 
those who wish to understand what is happening in 
China, —.Chiang Kai-shih is the military representa- 
tive of a politig¢al party. backed by powerful ideals. 
He represents the party known as the Kuomintang, or 
people’s party, who, generally. speaking, may be con- 
sidered as the followers of Sun Yat-sen and proponents 
of his three principles. It is even said that Sun Yat- 
sen himself. designated Chiang as his successor and 
bade him carry on the revolution. However that may 
be, in midsummer of this year it began to be apparent 
that the northern move of the Southern army under 
Chiang was gaining in momentum and might even 
threaten that strategic position, the three grouped 
cities of Wuchang, on the south side of the Yang Tze 
river, and Hankow and Hanyang directly across from 


It. 

On the night of September 1 the first volley of rifle 
fire whizzed through the air outside the writer’s house 
south of the Wuchang wall, waking the neighborhood 
with the first local clash of the two forces. The 
northern forces have retired within the wall of Wu- 
chang, and since that time the Central China Teachers 
College has been a battle ground, and our homes and 
school buildings are riddled with bullets and the roofs 
injured with exploding shells.: These buildings ‘and 
all mission buildings outside the walls have been in- 
jured or are the dwelling place of Southern troops, 
who have-now been conducting the siege of Wuchang 
for over a month, 

It will be realized that the Northerners are none less 
than the scattered and loosely allied forces commanded 
by Wu Pei-fu, who is still regarded as an ally of 
Chang Tso-lin. Wu did not dream for a moment that 
the Southerners, with their straggling forces, could 


capture Hanyang. To his discomfiture the general in- 


charge in Hanyang, and all his troops, went over com- 
pletely to the Southerners. While these recent “North- 
erners” are still walking about: Hanyang with a strip 
of colored cloth hung about their neck to ifidicate their 
new allegiance, the Hanyang arsenal is in Southern 
hands. In the meanwhile, heavy fighting has been 
going on across the river between the Southerners 
outside and the Northerners imside the walls of Wu- 
chang. There are about thirty foreign missionaries 
in the city, mostly composed of the staff of Boone 
University and the Roman Catholic College. Their 
food is running out rapidly, while the Chinese popu- 
lation is fast falling into desperate straits and many 
have at this writing been without focd for six days. 
All relief measures have hitherto failed, and it is very 
depressing to look across the river at the city walls, 
knowing it is impossible to alleviate the suffering 
within them, or to watch the Southern airplanes drop 
bombs and listen to the machine guns and cannon. 
As the Soytherners move on toward the north, news 
just comes chat Feng. Yu-hsiang has returned to China 
and is in Paoto or on his way to Kansu, where it is 
expected he will resume command of his forces. Chang 
Chih-chiang, who has been in command, is anxious to 
retire and take up the work of evangelism, having had 
enough of military affairs. Twenty thousand of 





1In a recent letter Dr. Wilfred Grenfell states that Chang 
Hsueh-liang has been studying Christianity and might come 
out some day as a Christian. 
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Feng’s men are on their way from Kansu to Shansi, 
hoping to make a drive from Si-an and link up with 
the advancing southern forces, which will probably 
continue in their northward move toward Peking. 
There are many factors to prevent this devel ent, 
it is true, but it looks like the return of Marshal Feng 
into the active life of the country. 

If a union between Feng and the South be consum- 
mated, it has many interesting and important bearings. 
The two forces have many things in’ common, but 
certain very important points of difference. The 
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Kuomintang calls itself the people’s party, and thé 
Kuominchun is the people’s army. They both profess 
to be working for the interests of the people. Both 
groups are anxious to complete the. development of 
China into a modern republic. There is, however, 


_within the Kuomintang a strong Red element, and it 


is here that the difference. between the two forces lies, 

for Feng claims that he will have nothing to do with 

Bolshevism. Right here lies Feng’s opportunity and his 

danger. He is in great need of Wisdom from’ above. 
Hanxkow, CHINA, 








As the neo-paganism prepares the way for 
the worship of a man 








Jews and Christians in the New Roman Empire 


By Christabel. Pankhurst 








know nothing of prophecy are watching with keen interest the 


— 


Perhaps no other subject is being discussed so much today as the revival of the Roman Empire. Even those who 
developments 


papers show that the situation is of first class ‘‘news’’ 


ance, 
will win their warm appreciation and challenge their thought on the crowded happenings 


in the Mediterranean, and the daily 
Do you want'to give your friends a book that 
the last few years and 


their import for the future, as viewed from the standpoint of God’s Word? Miss Pankhurst’s book, ‘‘The 
World’s Unrest : Visions of the Dawn,’’ is just such an up-to-the-minute volume. It includes the entire series 
that is appearing in The Sunday School Times, of which this is the fifth, and also much additional material ; 


it may be had from The Sunday School Times 


HE Jews are to be as much a part of the Roman 

Empire as they were of old. Palestine is on 
‘ the Roman map, and the Jews are already return- 
ing to Palestine, which the Gentiles of the League of 
Nations, following the lead of Great Britain whose 
soldiers liberated the land, have recognized as the 
Jewish National Home. 
_ The Jewish question is ripening for further atten- 
tion. Little is yet said of this in public, but public 
action will come. The Jewish people, powerful in 
numbers, in political influence, and in wealth through- 
out the world, and increasingly attracted and attached 
to Zion, will assuredly expect concessions in regard 
to the Promised Land which shall in some sense cor- 
respond to the concessions made to the peoples who are 
neighbors to Palestine. The melting away of the 
Mandatory system, which is taking place within the 
Roman boundary, will compel a reconsideration of the 
present situation in Palestine. A powerful solvent 
of the Mandatory system in the Mediterranean area 


is Italy’s objection to it, on the ground that it takes . 


no account of her and her claim to a voice in all 
Mediterranean concerns. The Jews themselves seem 
to be incompletely satisfied with the existing régime, 
judging by such utteranees as follows, from the Jew- 
ish Chronicle: 

“Neither the local administration nor the government 
appears yet to realize that Great Britain is Mandatory 
in Palestine, with the chief object of fostering and 
encouraging Jewish effort in the building up of the 
Jewish National Home, or that the prosperity of the 


country, so vitally important to British interests, is - 


dependent upon the success of Jewish effort in that 
direction. It is to be hoped that these somewhat ele- 
mental facts will sooner or later be-grasped by offi- 
cialdom, and the absurdity perceived of its regarding 
the Jews in Palestine as just a native element in some 
ordinary colonial enterprise.” —. 

The fact is that all the British good will represented 
by the Balfour Declaration has not availed to over- 
come the difficulty of Arab hostility to a restoration of 
the Jewish National Home in Palestine. When, how- 
ever, the general Mediterranean resettlement comes to 
be made, involving the great Powers of the Mediter- 
ranean and the Moslem peoples concerned, the question 
of Jewish-Arab relations will appear more amenable 
to treatment by bargain and negotiation. Precedent 
and prophecy indicate. that Jewish nationhood, under 
a protective guarantee, will be recognized, and also 
Jewish religious liberty. This implies: that existing 
difficulties will be composed, and, in particular, that 
Moslem assent will be obtained. 

The ultimate aim of Zionism-has been expressed by 
an English rabbi, and approved by one of the organs 
of Jewish opinion, as follows: 

“Zionism is a national movement, and its objects 
are the re-establishment of an autonomous Jewish 
Commonwealth in Palestine, where the people who 
have contributed so much toward civilization, by giv- 
ing the world its religion and its morality, can live 
again an undisturbed life, free to develop their tradi- 
tions and their teachings. ; . .” 

Rather interesting in this connection is the war- 
time conversation between Lord Balfour and M. Paul 
Cambon, the French diplomat, as reported in his 
memoirs by Lord Bertie of Thame, the late ambas- 
sador in Paris: 

“Paul Cambon said that. Balfour explained his sup- 


port of Zionism as partly financial and partly politi- © 


cal, and also sentimental. Balfour’s ‘own feeling is 
that it would be an interesting experiment to. recon- 
stitute a Jewish kingdom. Cambon reminded him of 
the prophecy that a King of the Ye would be an 
end of the world. Balfour thinks that such a dénoue- 
ment will be still more interesting.” 
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Let us hope for new and serious study by statesmen 
and diplomats of. the Biblical prophecies that have 
been given to them for their guidance as this age (not 
world) nears its predicted end! 

inning with the British victory in 1917, a really 
marvelous advance which the world would not have 
believed beforehand has -been made in the matter of 
the Jews’ return to Zion. The next forward move 
certainly seems imminent, and doubtless the Jews in 
Palestine will go from strength to strength. 
_ Prophecy, however, shows that the complete and real 
return to Zion will be only when Messiah comes. Be- 
fore then the last head of the Roman Empire, in its 
very last phase, will have initiated or confirmed a cov- 
enant with the Jews which will seem to satisfy their 
highest aims and dearest wishes for Zion, but midway 
through the seven years. the covenant will be broken, 
and then will follow the last short, sharp tribulation, 
the time of -Jacob’s trouble, to end with Messiah’s 
coming to deliver and redeem his people. + 

Meanwhile, it is well to realize that opposition. to 
the Jewish return to Palestine is futile. They are 
destined to return. Prudence, if nothing more, would 
counsel: “If it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; 
lest haply ye be found even to fight against God” 
(Acts 5:39). Christians. should desire it: first, be- 
cause it is the declared will of God, expressed in the 
Scriptures upon which the Christian ‘faith is based; 
and second, because the Jews’ seturn to. Palestine: is 
the sign of signs that their. Messiah, our Christ, is soon 
to appear. ; , 

The veriest Gentile must surely view with sympathy 
this homeward movement of the long dispersed race 
toward the land of divine promise, and must see be- 
hind all this the working of the God who led Israel 
out of Egypt long ago, who is already regathering 
them, and will hereafter gather them all to that great 
final Day of Atonement when they shall behold their 
Redeemer face to face. Then the cry will go forth: 
“He was wounded for our transgressions”! God, as 
he promised Abraham, did provide for himself a 
Lamb! ; “ 

The true Feast of Tabernacles will follow: “And 
the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to 
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.” ; 

Messianic, Christly redemption and rule are prom- 
ised in the law, the Psalms, and the prophets as the 
goal of Jewish national history. The time is near 
when it will be said: “Let the children of Zion be 
joyful in their King,” when he will “beautify them 
with salvation.” 

“Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and read: 
no one of these [things] shall fail, none shall want 
her mate: for my mouth it hath commanded.” 





Ancient Rome could be most fitly named a religious 
Babel from the spiritual point of view. There was a 
medley of religions there. Rome. was the meeting- 
place of cults and creeds without number. The classic 
gods of the Greco-Roman West were joined by those 
of the Eastern mystery cults. There was an. infinite 
variety of beliefs and of worship to fill up the measure, 
a philosophic skepticism :was not wanting. Religious 
liberty of a-sort prevailed, for men might believe any- 
thing, everything, or nothing, on condition that 
they rendered overt homage to the State religion. 
There was thus a peculiar unity in diversity. A re- 
ligious Babylon indeed! ; % 

The parallelism between the ancient Roman Empire 
and the new Roman Empire will be found in religion, 
as in all else. What the religious condition was at 
the beginning of the -Roman Empire, it will be at the 
end of the Empire. Even now, the variety and mul- 
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‘tiplication of non-Christian creeds and cults are notice- 
able.. In* recent times -it has become a feature of- 


the religious life of the Western lands, and as the 
age advances to its end, a resurgence of Paganism will 
be seen, together with the décline of belief in Jesus 
as the “Christ, the Son of the living God.” Non- 
Christian religions will gain ground, and there will 
be in large measure a reversion to the past condition 
—only with this difference, that these will not be 
times of ignorance, as were the times before the in- 


‘ carnation, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus 


Christ and the preaching by the apostles of him in- 
carnate, ‘crucified, and risen again. Will God, there- 
fore, overlook the denial of his Son? 

“A falling away” is the apostolic prediction of the 
religious condition on the eve of Christ’s second com- 
away from the belief held by the early 
ven the Roman Empire, within whose 
and was first 


;: preached and believed, will be the scene of this fall- 
‘ing away. It has begun already, and is found in those 


who leave the various Christian churches and even 
among some who still formally remain within their 
ranks. The inclusion in the Empire of peoples pro- 
fessing non-Christian faiths, however politicaily pru- 
dent their inclusion may seem, will lead up to this: 
that a demand will arise for an imperial religion that 
takes account of all religions and not only of Chris- 
tianity.. By way-of illustration, one may cite in pass- 
ing the argument of one who has said that fhe Church 
of England has really: no right to preach’ any theo- 
legical doctrine that would not be approved and ac- 
cepted by any and every non-Christian under the 


- British flag. 


The admission of non-Christian--peoples as mem- 


: bers of the Roman Imperial Confederacy will, sooner 
‘or later, be followed by claims that no official prefer- 


‘sence shall be given to Christianity, and that inasmuch 


as it is confederate..with non-Christendom, Christen- 


-dom shall cease.to call itself Christendom in the offi- 


cial sense. The call will be for an Empire religion 


’ ineluding the doctrines common to all. religions, and 


excluding those in which there is pronounced disagree- 
ment — excluding, that is to say, the doctrine of the 
supremacy of the Lord Jesus as Redeemer, as. King of 


- kings and Lord of Jords, as the embodiment of the 


fullness of the Godhead. : 
This will be a-main cause of the great falling away 


- of Christendom from its allegiance to the Lord Jesus 


' Christ. Also -there are. sk 


1 tical elements in, Chris- 
tendom itself which are predisposed in that direction, 


++ who- profess themselves unable to accept what has, 


since the first days of the Christian Church, been 


'. taught of Jesus as to his deity, his atoning-death, his 


resurrection, and his return. Furthermore, there are in — 


’ the West age numbers who profess non-Christian 


» lief respecting 


religions which differ from Christianity .in their be- 


the Lord Jesus. Support will be forth- 


_ coming, therefore, for a composite religion,- differing 


*: from Christianity as to the incarnation, the atonement, 


-: the bodily resurrection, the personal visible return, and 


« him.is not predicted by the Bible until the very day 
sof his coming 


the deity of Jesus, Son of God. Unanimity concerning 


again, when “all tribes of the earth” 
-will raise the cry, “Behold, he cometh with the clouds” 


« (Rey. 1:7). 


Now arises for notice the prophecy of the cult of 


the last head of the Empire. This again will be, and — 


.. i exaggerated form even, a repetition of past history. 


For in ancient Rome the Czsars were worshiped. 


- The last Cesar of the Empire, in its last days, will, 


according to prophecy, demand worship, “so that he 
as god sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 


' that he is God.” The cult of the ruling emperor be- 


came the State religion of the ancient Empire; pre- 

cisely as it will be in the last phase of the Empire. 
One: of the main preparations for the predicted 

worship of a man during the last years ‘of this dis- 


. pensation has been the preaching that Jesus, however 


: .good, was only a man and was not One with the 
»» Father, except in being in uncommonly close com- 


munion with him— was not God in the complete sense, 


:: but divine only in the sense in which, as such preach- 


ing has it, all men are divine, Jesus being different 


from other men, not in kind but only in degree. If - 
+: the Christian Church has, as is thus claimed, existed 


for some two thousand years on the basis of preach- 
ing and worshiping One who, however remarkable, 


“ was merely a man, it will seem quite as logical to 


found a new Church and conduct a worship dedicated 


to another remarkable man! The object of worship 
:-will be, to their thinking, the same, with only this dif- 


ference, that it is another man! 
The mode of worship, the ritual, will be, as far as 
may be, the same. Among non-Christians, there are 


- many who attach great importance to forms of Chris- 
. tian worship: and indeed they claim the right to. use 


-them, saying. that this all has a significance which is 
independent of the doctrines upon which its Chris- 
tian practitioners base it. Such forms will doubtless, 
as far as thought practicable, be appropriated to the 


acticable, 
:. cult and worship of the Antichrist. To make up the 


religion of the Antichrist all. religions will be amal- 


gamated, even Christianity — but. Christianity without 


“the great.God. and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Tit. 


22 13).:, 
A critical, and supreme choice will, in those days, 
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be put before all who follow Jesus Christ as God and 
as Saviour, Again it will be in the last days as it 


was in those first days, when the early Christians. 


withheld from the emperor the worship that they owed 
to their Lord and God. Modern minds are apt to be 
incredulous when told, on. prophetic authority, of the 
future apotheosis of a human ruler, of a regular cult 
of this personage, of his statues to be worshiped; of 
a high priest, the false prophet of this neo-paganism, 
which is to have Emperor-worship at its summit; of 
pains and penalties, persecution, in a word, for refusal 
to worship as prescribed. They forget that the thing 
has happened before, and what has been will be. 

The moral of the crowded happenings of the last 
short years of this age will be this—that humanity, 


ae 


without Christ Jesus, “can do nothing.” Those who 
trust in themselves will stumble and. fall. -Those who 
turn from themselves, both from their own wickedness 
and even from what they may think their own right- 
eousness, and “look unto Him” and “abide in. Him,” 
will be safe in his strength and credited with his right- 
eousness. Those who range themselves -under his 
standard will be partakers in his victory. This final 
challenge that will be made by Christ,. the summons 
to all on earth to be for or against him, will, in the 
last days of the age, kindle in many, many hearts a 
flame of devotion to Jesus, Saviour and God, such as 
has been unknown since the first preaching of his 
name, 
Parts, FRANCE. 














When Was Jericho Destroyed ? 


What the pottery found there tells of the Conquest 


By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D 


‘ 


President of Xenia Theslogiow: Seminary, and 
*? Archeological Editor of The Sunday School‘ Times 














American Schools of Oriental Research at Jeru- 

salem, Dr. W. F. Albright, Director of the ‘School, 
discusses at great length, most learnedly, and in large 
part technically, the history of civilization in the Jor- 
dan Valley in the Bronze Age, that is, preceding the 
incoming of the Israelites at the beginning of the Iron 
Age. He is quite strongly of the opinion, from the 
pottery thus far found, that Jericho and Ai were taken 
and. destroyed. in the Early Middle Bronze Age, about 
1500 B. C. If further examination confirms this opin- 
ion, it would be by far the strongest evidence in favor 
of the early date in Egyptian history for the Exodus 
and the Conquest, and the identification, at least in 
part, of the Hebrews with the Khabiri of the Tell-el- 
Amarna tablets from the king of Jerusalem. Indeed, 
it would be the one really decisive piece of evidence 
toward that conclusion. While the great body of evi- 
dence points to the late date for the Exodus and the 
Conquest, the correctness of the Biblical account does 
not rest upon the correctness of any opinion concern- 
ing the place in Egyptian history to which these events 
belong. We only wish to know the facts; at present 
the most important facts point unmistakably to the 
reign of Meremptah, ; 
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A Terrible Memorial of Wickedness 


EVIEWING the results of the Xenia Theological 

Seminary Expedition to the Cities of the Plain, 
in 1924, Dr. Albright says: “The date we have fixed 
for the catastrophe of Sodom and Gomorrah, about 
the early part of thé eighteenth century B. C., seems 
to be exceedingly probable. ... In any-case, there was 
a great convulsion of nature that-destroyed the towns 
of the Southern Ghor, and made an ineffaceable im- 
pression upon the survivors. The mysterious valley 
of Siddim, which presumably Jay between the Lisan 
and the western coast, or south of this split, was sub- 
merged, and the plain on, which the Cities of the Plain 
were situated has since been almost completely covered 
by the advancing waters of the sea. The Moabites 
seem to have begun their mythical history with the 
submergence of the Cities of the Plain, just as the 
Hebrews began theirs with the Great Flood. Ever 
afterward the Southern Ghor was shunned by both 
races, to whom it was a terrible memorial of human 
wickedness and the wrath of an angry God.” 


|" THE recent issue of the Annual, volume of the 


Dr. W. F. Albright, The Annual of the American Schools « 


of Oriental Research, Vol. VI, 1924-25. 


ve 
Tribute to Professor A, T. Clay 


HE work at Kirjath-sepher has necessarily made 

some Archeological Review work belated. Espe- 
cially the lateness must not dissuade us from noticing 
the many words of appreciation of the colossal work 
of the late A. T. Clay, Ph.D., LL.D., Litt.D., Laffan 
Professor of Assyriology and Babylonian literature at 
Yale University, as has been appearing in scientific 
journals. These are especially interesting and gratify- 


ing. to readers of The Sunday School Times. For 


many years, Professor Clay was a more or less regu- 
lar contributor to the Times and his great influence 
was always most strongly inclined to conservative 
views of the Bible. These words of Professor J. A. 
Montgomery of the University of Pennsylvania are 
most cheering: 

“Neo-Babylonianisth had spilt over from Germany, 
had swamped England and America. The ebb of that 
extravagant tide was sure to come, we can say who 
look back, But Clay was one of the first prophets to 
bid it stop, the first to dam it, and he has now a 
goodly company with him, of scholars too reputable to 
discount as a minority. Clay was not theologically 
minded, but I suppose there was in him something of 
the old rock-ribbed Lutheranism which resented. the 
patronizing and sophomoric recipe for the explanation 








of the Old Testament, ‘ex Babylone luce” As an 
archeologist he demanded that the Bible should be 
treated as a venerable and original document of his- 
tory on an equality’ with the cuneiform documents of 
which he was a master,” 

Professor J, A. Montgomery, Ph.D., S.T.D., Journal of 
American Oriental Society, December, 1925, p. 292. 


Did Darius Have Two Names? 


RECENTLY published cylinder of Ashur-bani- 

pal proves that king Kandalunu, 648 B. C., was 
Ashur-bani-pal himself by another name, his throne 
name, assumed as king over Babylon. This is inter- 
esting as a bit of information concerning this partic- 
ular king, but is also more interesting for another rea- 
son. It has often been set forth as a theory that.kiigs 
in Babylon, as elsewhere, may have had more than 
one name,-and especially may have assumed a name 
on coming to the throne. Hence would be solved 
something of the mystery that surrounds Darius 'the 
Mede, who is said, in the Book of Daniel, to have 
taken the kingdom, though Assyrian records say ‘that 
Gobryas ruled there under Cyrus.  Ashur-bani-pal is 
within a century of Darius. 


* | 
Building Methods in Abraham’s City 


NE of the most interesting and valuable of recent 
; articles bearing upon Bible histery is. “The 


Builder’s Art at Ur” by George Byron Gordon, Sc.D.,- 


in The Museum Journal, published by the Pennsyl- 


vania Museum, Philadelphia, December,. 1925, with a . 


picture in colors of a scientific restoration of the Zig- 
gurat tower as a frontispiece. A few extracts from 
this article will show at once how exceedingly sug- 
gestive it is, how. illustrative of the old adage, “the 
deeds men do live after them.” 

“It is interesting to compare the methods of those 
very early masters of the trade with the newest and 
most up-to-date devices. It will be found’ that the dif- 
ferences are not always so great as might be supposed.” 
Exactly so; the law of common sense was at : work 
then exactly as now. Whatever they did successfully, 
they did according to this law, though they may not 
always have understood the law. God made the peo- 
ple then and he makes them still over the same pat- 
tern. What becomes of the constant insistence of 
some that the “law of evolution is still at. work’? 
There ought, if so, to be some improvement. It is 
noted that the ancient builders “broke joints” in walls 
just as they do now, and in laying square bricks.in 
pavement they laid them like square tiles are often 
laid with the joints in line in both directions. 

Then the Hall of Justice was the most imposing 
building in Ur. It is distinctly called the “Hall of 
Justice,” so that there is no mistake about it. This 
hall shows better than anything else the advanced stage 
of culture which this people had reached. The law 
courts of any civilization are at once a test and an in- 
dex of the progress of that people in settled institu- 
tions. So this Hall of Justice at Ur of the days of 
‘Abraham represents the attainment of the people in 
rights and responsibilities exactly as the beautiful Car- 
negie building at the Hague represents the highest 
modern attainment in international justice. 


we 
Early Advertising and Bookkeeping 


pNOTHSS phase of life at Ur is hinted at. Most 
of the bricks bearing stamps bare them on. the 
flat surface, occasionally.on the edge. If on the edge, 
and that edge happened to come to the- surface of, the 
wall, the stamp would be seen. Otherwise these 
stamps were never seen. Why put on the bricks? 
Was it for the same purpose for which bricks are 
ofttimes stamped now, to advertise the maker? It ts 
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difficult to conceive any other purpose, Is there any 
“new thing under the sun”? 

Another development is revealed in a tablet, found 
at Ur, that “gives the roll of ninety-eight women and 
sixty-three children employed in a factory run by the 
templé or a subcontractor, It gives the weight of 
woo} issued to each woman and the quantity of cloth 
turned out by each, recorded by ‘weight, measurement, 
and iquality with an allowance for wastage of wool 
in weaving. Other tablets specify the rations issued 
to each woman and child, the allowance varying with 
the age of the worker, an old woman receiving the 
same as a child. Deaths are recorded together with 
s ge of rations and every detail is minutely tabu- 
ated,’ 

The Museum Journal, Pennsylvania Museum, Philadel: 
phia, December, 19235. 





The Phoenician Alphabet’s Great Antiquity 


HE French discoveries at the Phoenician city of 

Gebal, called in classical works, Bybdos, seem to 
te in importance as they are studied more care- 
ully; While the most important discovery there is 
the Phoenician inscription of the thirteenth century 
B. C, in almost identically the same script as the Moab- 
ite stone of king Mesha, thus carrying the Phoenician 
alphabet back to that early date, yet other material 
finds are hardly less valuable, A seal of the first 
Egyptian dynasty, a bowl of the fifth dynasty, and 
vessels inscribed with the names of Pepy I and il of 
the sixth dynasty link up the Phvenician history with 
that of Egypt almost from its earliest beginnings. 
Even then, the Phoenicians were the sea-going folk 
t seem to have been ever afterward. Little by 
little, the great advancement of civilization in the 

jest ages to which we reach in that Oriental world, 
becomes more and more apparent. 
Zeitschrift A. T. W. XLIII, 1925, pp. 225-242. 


we 
That Inscription (2) of Moses’ 


RIMME’S claim to have discovered an inscription 
of Moses’ the ‘finds of Professor (now 
Sir) William Flinders Petrie meets with little or no 
acceptance, It never had any real ground to rest 
upon, however much every one would welcome a real 
mscrijttion from Moses. However, the rather ez:ten- 
sive writings so long attributed to the great lawgiver 
are so vehemently attacked, that one wonders why 
there should be anywhere a disposition to accept this 
exceedingly hazy fragment guessed on him! 
St. Louis. 
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The Universal Week of Prayer 
(Concluded from page,714) 


Wednesday, January 5 
‘Nations AND GovERNMENTS 


“He made of one every nation ... that they should 
seek God” (Acts 17:26, 27, R. V.). 

Let us in a few moments of silence seek very defi- 
nitely to realize the presence of the Lord Jesus, who 
makes us one in him with our brethren of every nation. 

Let. us give thenks—For all efforts to promote bet- 
ter understanding .and more kindly relationships be- 
tween nations, 

For,a quickened sense of international brotherhood. 

For that measure of success which the League of 
Nations hes met with in promoting peace and goodwill. 

Let us pray—For peace in our time, national, inter- 
national, and industrial. 

That the nations may be delivered from materialism 
aud defective moral standards by their recognition of 
Christ and his teaching. 

That rulers and governments may submit themselves 
to the guidance of God as they seek to discharge their 
great tasks and responsibilities. 

That the present spirit of lawlessness may be re- 
strained and replaced by the heavenly wisdom which is 
pure and peaceable. , 

That. the evils of impurity, intemperance, and gam- 
ae may be overcome through the preaching of the 


Tht especially in lands long privileged with the 
knowledge of Christ the Lord’s Day. may be rightly 
regarded and observed. 

Scripture readings—Deuteronomy 6:1+15; Psalm 
87; 1.Timothy 2: 1-6; Revelation 7: 9-17. 


Thursday, January 6 
Misstons 

“All the world... every creature” (Mark 16:15). 

Thanksgiving-—That there are no frontiers in the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, no “home” and “foreign” fields: 
for “the field is the world.” 3 

That God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son to save it, and calls upon his Church to bear wit- 
ness to Jesus and his, so gréat salvation. : 

For’ the response to that call made by the Church 
during the past year, 


‘ 
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_ For all devoted missionary service, and for the bless- 
ing with which God has sealed it. 
. Prayer—That the Gospel may be fully preached to 
the ends of the earth. . ait 

That the Lord of the harvest will send forth more 
laborers irito’ the ripened fields. 

That the Church may ever keep in mind that her 
first duty is to evangelize the world. 

That native converts may be faithiul. witnesses to 
their unevangelized neighbors. 

For the work of all Bible, Societies. 

For missionaries in especial difficulty at this time 
of unrest in China, and elsewhere. 

Scripture readings—Psalm 145; Isaiah 60; Mat- 
thew 8:5-13; Acts 10: 34-48; Revelation a1: 1-4, 22 
to 22: 5. 


Friday, January 7 
Our Younc PEorte 


“The promise is unto you, and to your children” 
(Acts 2:39). 


Thanksgiving—For the faithful work of Sunday- 
school teachers, Bible class leaders, and Christian 
workers in all young-people’s organizations. 

For-all young lives which have been yielded to the 
Saviour during this pest year. 

For the work of all agencies that promote the habit 
of daily Bible reading among the young. 

Prayer—For parents, that they may realize their 
opportunities and responsibilities in training their chil- 
dren for God. 


Why it is vital if they are to be kept 
‘. true to their ** first love ’’ 














been active in our Sunday-schools.for a more 
‘ or less extended period of time drop out and 
are sooner or later lost to the school. Every year an 
appalling number of church members who at one time 
showed an interest in the program of their denomina- 
tion and were more or less regular attendants at most 
of the services are put on the suspended roll and 


Fy ten year hundreds of young people who have 


rag are lost to the church. What is the trouble? 
1 


One Middle West church cleaned up its ip 
roll recently and found that over five hundred persons 
whose names it had been carrying had no longer any 
connection whatsoever with the church life. They 
were dead timber, A careful investigation showed that 
some of these people were surrounded by extenuating 
circumstances, but the vast majority of them had sim- 
ply sunk back into the worldly indifference from 
which the church had once supposedly rescued them. 
Who is to blame for such conditions? What is wrong? 

May it not be that these people were never actually 
rescued from the slough of worldly indifference, but 
were merely started toward the banks and then de- 
serted- by the only guides they had? When men at- 
tempt to raise a sunken vessel they do not consider 
their task completed when a prow of a smoke stack 
shows its head above the water; they labor on until 
the whole ship appears and then they tow it safely 
into dry-dock. pe 

The Holy Spirit has given us a remarkably vivid 
picture of the task of a true “rescuer” in dealing with 
a human soul in the example of the angel who led 
Peter to liberty. ’ 

Peter at the command of King Herod had been put 
in prison, because persecution of the Christians seemed 
to please the Jews. James the brother of John had 
been killed, and there was no reaSon to suppose that 
anything short of death would befall Peter. On the 
night before his intended release to the blood-thirsty 
Jews, he lay asleep; chained between two soldiers and 
bound by two chains, just as every human being who 
has become the victim of sin is helplessly bound by his 
relentless captor. Four quaternions of_soldiers were 
‘being held responsible to the king for Peter’s captiv- 
ity. From the human standpoint - Geta was no possibl 
chance of his escape. But—the church was praying 
for Peter; praying without ceasing, can esti- 
mate the value of such prayer! No wonder that the 
one who was sent to assist him was thoroughly equip- 
ped with the power and the wisdom necessary to ac- 
complish Peter’s complete release. The first requisite 
.in leading Satan’s captives to liberty is, unquestionably, 
prayer. 

The messenger who came to execute God’s will for 
Peter was himself in perfect touch and harmony with 
the divine will. His own life was so zadiant that the 
moment he appeared in the black prison cell a light 
filled the room. When he smote the helpless prisoner 
and told him to arise, Peter’s confidence was mspired 
and he instantly did his bidding, and the chains fell 
off from Peter’s hands. | 

Thousands of parents, teachers, and pastors have 
seen people helplessly bound by the chains of sin 
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For all. who influence the young people of our land 
-— teachers, professors, writers. 

_ For a blessing upon our homes, and for an increase 
in_the habit of family worship. 

For alt Christian work and witness in schools, col- 
leges, and universities. 

Scripture readings—Psalm 119: 1-16; Matthew 19: 
13-22; John 4: 46-54; 2 Timothy 3: 10-17, 
Saturday, January 8 

THE JEws.AND THE HomE Base 

“God hath concluded them all in unbelief that he 
might have mercy upon all” (Rom. 11: 32). 

Let us give thanks—For many signs among our 

ewish brethren of a new interest in the claims of the 

rd Jesus Christ. For all the blessings which have 
«come through Israel to the world. 

Let us pray—For Israel, that they may be saved 
from the materialism, agnosticism, and superstition so 
largely prevalent among God’s ancient + wal a 

That Israel may diseover in the Lord Jesus their 
long-promised Messiah. a Hs 

For all missionaries in our cities and towns; and for 
al who work.among the friendless and fallen, . 

That believers in this day of good tidings may not 
hold their peace. 

That God's blessing may continue to rest upon the 
World’s Evangelical Alliance and its world-wide op- 
erations. 

Scripture readings—Isaiah 1: 1-20; Jeremiah 16: 10- 
a1; k 5:135-20; John 12: 37-50;. Romans 9: 1-5, 
27-33. 


Following Young Christians with Prayer | 


By Frances E. Siewert 


released in just such a way as this. As the result 
of their presence, and their. solicitude, the sleepers 
have been awakened, and as “they arose to their feet 
the chains which bound them‘ have fallen away. But 
in numberless cases this most welcome experience has 
been mistaken for victory; the “angel” has turned away 
thinking his task completed, and the prisoner has been 
left to the inevitable. It is a far cry from being un- 
bound in a prison cell to being free from prison walls. 

But Peter’s guide knew this, and patiently, though 
urging him to hasten, bade him gird himself, bind .on 
his-sandals and cast his cloak about him. There. are 
garments of salvation which are essential to liberty 
and the Christian makes a pathetic figure -without 
them—the girdle of truth, the breastplate of right- 
eousness, the sandals of the preparation of the Gos- 
pel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of sal- 
vation, and the sword of the Spirit. For he wrestles 
“not against flesh and blood, but against. principalities 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual ‘wickedness in high places.” 
- ‘Phen the angel said to Peter, “Follow me.” It was 
safe to follow him because he had himself attained 
unto perfect liberty. But had he not kept a close 
watch on Peter all might have been lost even now, 
for, the poor prisoner could not believe that he was 
really going to be set free but supposed that he was 
dreaming. In a single moment of wnwatchfulness 
Peter could have drowsily ‘slipped down to the floor 
and soon been asleep again, where he would have 
been discovered later by the guards and his sufferings 
only increased. 

But the angel was on constant duty and he led him 
past the first ward with all its former associates; and 
then he led him on past the second ward with all of 
its former associates, and safely on past the keepers 
of the door, out into the open courtyard. Even here, 
however, the faithful guide could not desert his charge, 
The courtyard was not: liberty; there was still the 
great iron gate. What would all that had thus far 
been accomplished amount to if Peter failed to get 


.through that final gate? But the Church was praying, ., 
— praying. without ceasing; the angel. understood his - 


task and was divinely embued with power. for, it, and 
Peter was following him. ~ When they came to the 
gate it swung open of its own accord and they passed 


it. 


Yet even now the angel stayed by until they had... 


passed through one street and Peter had come to him- 


self. Then the angel departed from him, for only then. - . 


was his task truly done. Peter exclaimed, “Now J 
know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, 
and hath delivered me!’ 

People who have had such an experience as that are 
not being lost to the Church: They have truly been 
led to liberty and they know of a surety what it means 
to be saved for time and for eternity. 

Cray Center, Kan, 

we 


The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. A catalogue sent. on request. 
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LESSON il. DECEMBER 12. THE BOY SAMUEL 
International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel 1 to 3 
Golden Text.—Speak, Jehovah; for thy servant heareth.—1 Sam. 3: 9 
— —_==__—— 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 


— Book of ee in the Hebrew Bible marks 

the beginning of the second of the three di- 

visions of the Scriptures, This section is known 

as “the. Prophets.” (Cf. Luke 24:44.) It, in turn, is 

further divided into the earlier and the later dee rae 

The .former comprises what we call the torical 

books, 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings. The lat- 

ter consists of what we call the Prophets, omitting, 
however, Daniel: and Lamentations. 

The fact that this historical section is termed the 
Prophets. gives us at once a clue to its character. It 
does not form a complete history of the nation. It is 
history selected by the Hely Ghost with a didactic aim, 
“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning” (Rom. 15:4). The history 
thus omits many details. that. we should like to have. 


But this omission does not preve.that the writers were — 


ignorant ef the facts that t 


do not record, but 
that the facts were not sufficien 


relevant to the main 


purpose ef the history, which is to teach. man about. Samuel 


God. and his dealings with the world. 
The Historical Setting 


The peried of Samuel’s ial and judgir 
covers the transition from a  theeeratie to a monarchic 
form of government. Eli was the last of the judges. 
eats: was, apart from Moses, the first of the 
r 
vB judge Israel forty years a Sam. 4:18). It is 
oot, cay: to letermine whether this long judgeship yee 
included wholly or partly within. re similar riod of 
Philistine oppression ¢Judg, 13:1). Kastey in 
‘ Remance of Bible Chronslosy; ws is ‘which refer- 
been ‘made in these lessons, considers 
that. Eli’s judgeship followed after the forty years of 
Philistine domination. He makes the judgeship of 
Samuel to have lasted only twenty years (cf. 1 Sam. 
is seems very precarious. 
“Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life” (1 Sam, 
7:15) —— seems tO imply a longer time than that. 

The one thing that does: seem certain in this connec- 
tion is that the Philistine oppression and the two 
judgeships of Eli and Samuel taken together make up 
just one hundred years. If Eli’s judgeship partly co- 
incided with the Philistine oppression, then we make 
Samuel’s independent judgeship so much the longer. 
Both these alterations in Mr, Anstey’s scheme seem 
desirable. The one Scripture statement upon which 
we have to rely for the chronology of this period is 
Acts 13: 19, 20. The reading of this verse is uncertain 
as maybe seen by comparing the Authorized with the 
Revised Version. If we take the revised reading the 
meaning is.even.more uncertain. But at least it seems 
evident that Paul wished to imply that the whole period 
from the death of Joshua down to the enthronement 
of Saul was four hundred and fifty years. Though 
the words might perhaps equally well imply that the 
period from the battle of Beth-horon (Josh. 10: 11) 
to Samuel’s forma! appointment as judge occupied the 
four hundred and fifty years. 

At an unspecified length of time agi Eli, the high 
priest; became judge, Hannah brought her son Satnuel 
to be his servant. Samuel seems to have been taken 
from his home immediately after he was weaned (1 
Sam. 1:24). This: would ‘mean that he was about 
five years old according to the general eastern custom. 
While this seems an almost impossibly early age for 
a child to begifi anything like work, yet it is clear 
at any rate that his mother brought Samuel ‘to Eli 
when he was ‘quite a child. We may perhaps’ allow, 
say events years for the events of chapters 2, 3, a 
4 So that Samuel may have been, let us say, twenty- 

ve years old at Eli’s death. See the notes in the 
expository portion. re 

Chapter 1: 1.—Elkanah was a Levite (x Chron. 6: 
27), a descendant of Kohath through Korah (1 Chron, 
f hon God's fadement fell (Nem, 10), 
of a man upon 4 s judgment fe um. I 
The family of Korah was not involved in his own 
destruction (Num. 26:11 Korah seems to have died 
before: the tabernacle -( lum. 16:21). His family, 
therefore, undeterred by his presence, obeyed. Moses’ 
call to repentance and were saved (Num. 16: 26). 

This is an instance full of encouragement for any 
of our children who may seem to have come into. the 
world handicapped by an unfortunate heredity. 

Chapter. 2:1.—Compare with Hannah’s song the 
Magnificat of Mary the mother of Jesus; 


Verse 14.—The priest took. This was rabbing the 





Devotional Psalm 119: 9-16. 
Primary Topic: The Samuel. 

Lesson Material : 1 Samuel 32 I-22, T5-19. 

Memory Verse : Even a child maketh’ himself known by his 
doings; whether his work be pure, and whether it be right. 
Tories ‘God Calle the Samuel. 

junior 
J Lesson I Material ; i Samuel 3: 1-12, 15-19. 
Memory Verse: Proverbs 20: x1. 
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The portion. ofthe text indicated by the Internationa} 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson hetps is 
3% 1-10, I§-19 

1 Ana‘the child Samuel ministered unto Jehovah. before 
Eli. And the word of Jehovah was ‘precious in those 
days; there was no * frequent vision. 2 And it came to 
pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, 
(now his eyes had begun to. wax dim, so that he could net 
see,) 3and the lamp of God was not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was laid down to sleep, in the temple of Jehovah, 
where as; 4 that Jehovah called Samuels 
5 And he ran unte Eli, and said, 

Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; 
lay nm. 6 And Jeho- 


F 
z 
if 


H 


servant heareth. — 
- 15 And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors 
show Et 


. of the house of Jehovah. And Samuel feared to 


the vision. 16 Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, 
my son. And he said, Here am I. 17 And he said, 

the thing that Jehovah hath. spoken unto thee? 5 pra: 
Oe ee eee eed ee ee to thee, and mor 
also, if thou hide any. thing from me of all the things that 
he spake unto thee: 18 And Samuel told him every whit, 
and hid. nothing from-him.. And he said, It is Jehovah: 
: let him_.do what seemeth him good. 

19 And Samuel grew, and‘ Jehovah was with him, and did 
let none of his words fall to the ground. 


1Or, rare. 2Heb,, widely spread. 
American Reyision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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offerers of their own part. in the sacrifice (Lev. 7: 31; 
Deut. 18:3). 

Verse 15.—Before they burnt the fat. A contra- 
vention of the law (Lev. 3:16; 7:23). The priest's 
servant, Like master, like man. 

Verse 18—A child.- This is a very uncertain word. 
In the preceding verse’ it is applied to Hophm and 
Phinehas. It therefore tells us nothing as to Samuel’s 
age, though probably he was still quite young. 

Verse .25.—Because Jehovah was minded to slay 
them. The word translated because may have causal 
or consequential force. In verse 21 it is clearly con- 
sequential and is translated simply “and.” Here also 
the usage is probably the same. It is better to trans- 
late “so that” or “wherefore.” The book does not say 
that God made the men sin because he had a grudge 
‘against them and wanted an éxcuse to destroy them. 
It says. because they sinned so persistently he deter- 
mined to slay them (cf. 1 Cor. 11: 30). 

We may. now turn-to. dur own special portion ap- 
pointed for the lesson. 

Chapter 3: 1.—Note the contrast between the quiet 
peacefulness of Samuel’s growth and ‘service and the 
dark background of priestly sin. 

Eli was a good man. He must also have been 
somewhat of a commanding personality to have been 
made judge in such dark and difficult days. But there 
“is a strange lack of firmnéss in dealing with his own 
sons. When sons go wrong it is not always their 
father’s fault. But in Eli’s case censure is clearly 


"expressed. 


An old and cynical proverb says, “The cobbler’s chil- 
dren are. the worst shod.” It may stand as.a warn- 
‘ing for us who ate Christian workers, that we seek 
_to remember humbly before God our primary respon- 


“ sibility’ for our own loved’ ones. 


Children are quick to notice any inconsistencies of 
life and character. A very little switch left open will 
send a train to destruction. Let us ask the Lord to 


‘search our own lives and show us where. we have un- 


wittingly left ‘open some little switch through which 
‘we may deflect our own children from following us as 
we seek to follow Christ. 


Verse 3.—Samuel was laid down to sleep mi the 
temple oft the Lord. Samuel is an ideal of childhood, 


up. to know God. 














He is paralleled to some extent in the New Testament 
by Timothy. Dr. Maclaren has finely said, “There 
are two types of experience among "s. greatest .sery- 
ants. Paul,.made an apostle from a persecutor, heads 
the one class. Timothy in. the New Testament and _,- 
Samuel in the Old represent the other. An Augustine 
or a Bunyan is made the more earnest, humble, and 
whole-hearted by the remembrance of a wasted youth 
and of God’s arresting mercy. But there are a seren- 
ity and continuity about a life that has :grown up in 
the fear of God that have their own charm and bless- 
ing.” 

The prodigal is not the ideal type of Christian ex- 
perienee. In our Sunday-school work. we want to have 
before us as the norm for our children that their lives 
shall blossom out into the beauty of holiness in the 
early years. We want to seek so to present Christ to 
our pupils that they may early be attracted to him. 

Samuel’s service was to the Lord, but it was also 
to Eli. He learned his work from the old man, and in 
learning it he learned to know God. We need a to 
bear in mind the other side of the picture. ——— 
and his brother grew up under similar advantages. it: 
they learned no loving, unselfish service, The heredi- 
tary priests were debauchees. The young Levite grew 

There is no more Mistake to 
imagine that because a boy or girl is introduced into 


“the service arid worship of the house of God that 


fore and thereby he or she will be saved. Samuel's 
case is no excuse for unsaved choir boys or worldly 
Sunday-school teachers, 

Note .the boy’s sleep in the very le of Jehovah, 
It was the holy place into which the priest alone went, 
accomplishing the service of the tabernacle (Heb. 9: 
6). Yet that antechamber of the presence of God is 
presented to us as a suitable place for a child’s rest. 
We may rightly make much of, this im, seeking to set.. 
before our classes the “perfect love [that] casteth owt 
fear.” He sleeps secure who sleeps beneath the shadow 
‘of the Almighty (Psa, 91:1). 


Verse 4.—Jehovah called Samuel, Observe how 
tenderly familiar God’s call is to this young pee. ‘i 
Evidently Eli’ must often have summoned him. t 


For the child’s first impression is that it is a call cor ! 


help from the old-man. Samuel had clearly learned 
the all important lesson of prompt and willing obe- 
dience, There is something very winsome in his cheer- 
ful response to what he deems to be Eli’s call. Here, 
as so often, God comes to the boy through the channel 
of the ordinary. God’s revelations are suited to our 
need and tempered to our weakness. He met Moses 
in the burning bush amid the awe inspiring wastes of 


~Horeb. He met Paul like a lightning flash on the 


Damascus road. ° He met Samuel in the familiar sum- 
mons to a menial task and commonplace duty. In 
each case, as in every other, the revelation was just 
suited to and addressed to the condition and need of 
the recipient. We may remark that if Samuel had not 
been cheerfully prompt in his response to the call of 
duty, he would have missed the call of God. The call 
might be to wait in personal service on the old man 
or to trim the dying lamp of the sanctuary. But the 
broken sleep, that searching test of disposition, was 
all forgotten in the glad desire to help. 


Verse 6—My son. Note the affection of the re- 
lationship between the old and the young. El?’s. physi- 
cal sons’ were away, perhaps sprucing the night in 
“chambering and wantonness” (Rom. 13:13). His 
spiritual son, which was the more real relationship, 
was here in the person of Samuel.’ ‘The application 
of the term to Samuel may imply that already the 
old man is beginning to feel that. the physical sons 
can never succeed to his position and office, and that 
his successor is in the tabernacle beside him. ‘The two 
were plainly friends. Sometimes the young and the 
old can understand one another better than can those 
who are contemporaries. 

Samuel mistook God’s voice fét Eli’s. It would 
have been tore serious if he had mistaken El’ $ voice 
for God’s, as we so often do. 


Verse 8—Eli perceived. There must have been a 
pang in this. The old was passed over for the young, | 
~ yr pd for the inferior. That there was’ just ‘ 

ood reason for it did not make it any. the easier 
= i to bear. 


So note Eli’s self-abnegation. There is no word ... 


of complaint or reproach. Eli just tells the wondering 
child the meaning of the voice and the answer he 
must give. 

Verse 10. See for thy servant heareth. The 
answer was a <a and true one so far as Samuel 
understood it. But it meant far more than he him- 
self knew. It meant that he was setting foot on a 
‘track of which he could not guess the end. For it 
meant the entire surrender of his wifl to the ‘will of 
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God. Therefore it carried with it the promise of a 
rompt obedience to duty yet~ undisclosed. Implicitly 
amuel bound himself beforehand to do the will of 

God whatever it should be. It was giving God a blank 

check over all his life. There is no other obedience 

that God will accept, To say, “Let me see what the 
command is, and then I will consider whether I will 
obey,” is not the obedience of faith. The obedience 
of faith says, “‘I delight to do thy will, O my God’ 

(Psa. 40:8); now tell me what it is.” 

Verse 18.—Ilt is Jehovah: let him do what seemeth 
him good. The message of doom was doubtless tem- 
pered to the old man’s heart by the lips through which 
it had come. We may be sure Samuel’s. love would 
tell the tidings as gently as possible. On. Eli’s part 
there is also the beauty of a trustful resignation to 
the fiat of God. 

It was a terrible message for the boy to deliver. We 
may be sure there was no sense of self-righteousness 


nor exultation in another’s misfortune in Samuel’s 


heart as he gave the message. Those who are God's 
prophets never have an easy message to deliver, nor 
one that is popular. Samuel, the inaugurator of a 
new order, had to feel the full force of this. The first 
Fhe ange message is a sample of them all. It was 
‘ittle wonder that the true prophet of God felt his 
message to be a “burden.” 

Verse 21.—Jehovah revealed himself. Notice the 
close connection between this verse and the gpesting 
verse of chapter 4. God’s word came to Samuel. 
Samuel’s word came to all Israel. It was a gradual 


process. But think what it must have meant to tlie - 


distressed and apostate nation to know that there was 
a message from God which neither priestly sin nor 


national wunfaithfulness could stifle. Samuel’ must’ 


have needed great grace to keep his own soul pure 
and humble in the sight of God. But the attitude of 
verse 10 was his safeguard. 


The Homiletical Form 
1. The child’s resting place. 
2. The child’s call. 
3. The child’s obedience. 
4: The child’s responsibility, 
The Topical Values 
1. The certainty of God’s presence. 
2. The readiness and cheerfulness of God's child. 


_.3..The beginning of a life of. fruitful service for 
God and man. 
The Practical Aim : 

The aim in this lesson must be to teach our pupils 
the ‘iar-reaching effects that follow the Lord’s incom- 
ing to a life. The match is a tiny thing, but it can 
light a great fire. Samuel had learned the habit of 
quick obedience to Eli’s call. That to the pupils will 
seem a very little thing. But it conditioned his whole 
future life. 

Do what you can, 

Being what you are, 
Shine like a glowworm, 

If you cannot be a star; 
Work like a pulley, 

If you cannot be a crane, 
Be a wheel-greaser 

If you cannot drive a train. 


Tunsrivce WELLS, Enc. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
‘Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT does the name “Samuel” mean? 
2. What promise did Hannah make and faithfully 

keep? 

3. What phrases of Scripture repeat the emphasis of the 
spiritual character of Samuel even as a child? 

4. Of what other boy are similar phrases recorded? 

s. What evidence do you see of failure on the part of Eli 
in the training of his sons? 

6. Why did not his training produce a like effect upon 
Samuel? F 

y. What evidences can you see that Eli was not as close 
to God as he might have been? 

8 How did help Samuel? 

9 What aumirable qualities appear in both Samuel and 
= — Eli asks the boy to reveal what God has told 

im 


to. What trait other than complete truthfulness is indi- 
cated in Samuel the boy, in verse 18, chapter 2? 

tr. Could the boy Samuel have actually known of the 
wrong doings of Eli’s sons, before God sent that message 
by him? 

12. Was Samuel’s message from God Eli’s: first. warning of 
God's judgment upon him and his house? 

ag. What great service did Samuel give? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons fér 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen, 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 3.—Israel Journeying Toward Canaan 
Numbers 10 : 11-36 
2, October 10.—The Reports of the Spies 
Numbers 13:1 to 14:48 
3- October 17.—Moses Honored in His Death 
Deuteronomy 32 : 45-52; 34: 5-8 
4- October 24.—Joshua, Israel’s New Leader 
Numbers 27 : 18-20; Joshua 1 : 1-9 
5. October 31.—The Evils of Strong Drink. (World’s 
Temperance Sunday).......ssccssseese Proverbs 23 : 29-35 
6. November 7.—The Fall of Jericho ........ Joshua 6 : 12-20 
7. November 14.—Caleb’s Faithfulness Rewarded 
" Joshua 14 : 6-18 
8. November 21.—Joshua Renewing the Covenant 
Joshua 24 : 14-2§ 
9. November 28.—Gideon and the Three Hundred 
Judges 7 : 1-25 


10. December 5.—Ruth and Naomi.............. Book of Ruth 
11, December 12.—The Boy Samuel ......... 1 Samuel 1 to 3 
12, December 19.—Samuel the Just Judge...... 1 Samuel 7, 12 


Or, Christmas Lesson: The Saviour’s Birth, Luke a - 8-20 
13. Review: December 26.—Moses to Samuel 








14. Noting the fact that the Lord continued addressing 
Samuel until he got his attention, are we to infer that God 
never leaves off with a man until he is won? 

1s. If prayer is an interview with God, what is the most 
productive part of prayer? 

16. What was Paul’s shortest recorded prayer and at the 
same time perhaps his greatest prayer? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the Jesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway : 


Seeing Things.—And the word of Jehovah was 
precious in those days; there was no frequent vision 
(v. 1). If in some-dark and dusty corner ovef yonder 
in the Near East an original manuscript from the 
hand of Paul should be discovered, how “precious” do 
you think it would be? If you should be the fortunate 
One to uncover it and give it to the world, they would 


call it the Smith Codex, your name would go into: 


“Who's Who,” and all the great societies would fall 
over each other in their eagerness to do you honor. 
Yes, even though we have lots of the Word of God 
already. As I have probably said before, I have a 
novel in my library called “When It Was Dark.” The 
writer shows what would happen in the world if the 


‘Gospels were found to be fakes. All good things 


would stop. Churches and Sunday-schools would shut 
up shop. You can imagine conditions yourself. A 
good exercise for an Adult Bible Class would be paint- 
ing this picture and discussing such a situation. These 
conditions more or less prevailed during the times of 
the Judges. Religion was a scarce article. If you 
happen to know of any families or communities where 
there is no Word of God or religious impulse, native 
or imported, nor any noble idealism (“vision” our text 
calls it), you will be able to understand conditions in 
Israel at this time of our study. When there is no 
vision there is stagnation (Prov. 29:18). The reason 
why the European immigrants are so desirable is be- 
cause they are likely to be the best of the peasants. 
They. are those who can sit upon the walls of the 
worn out kingdoms and vision this land of promise and 
opportunity. They save and scrape .and sacrifice to 
get here, and for the most part are good stuff when 
we get them. If you have never climbed the hill and 
sat on the fence up there and visioned a little rose 
covered bungalow down in the valley, let this Corner 
assure you that you are not likely ever to get the sub- 
stance until you have the dream, The castle must be 
built in Spain before it can be erected in America. We 
say the Jews had lost their grip— we mean they had 
lost their vision. 


Obedience.—Thow shalt say, Speak, Jehovah; for 
thy servant heareth (v. 9). hen dad, or some one 
else says, “Stop making that noise, do you hear?” dad 
knows you hear all right.even amid the racket. He 


-means, “Will you do what I ask you to do?” So when 


we say to God, “Thy servant heareth,” it is saying to 
him, “I will do whatever you tell me to do.” -I won- 
der how many, as they read this lesson will say, “Give 


‘me your orders, Lord, I ‘will do whatever you say.” 


When you come to this point. your feet are upon the 
edge Paradise. This is called by some “the sur- 
rendered life.” By others “consecration.” Good old 
Dr. Stearns of Germantown used to have this little 
prayer, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, and I am for thy 
good -pleasure.” Along this prayer lies the way to 
happiness. Every one is happy —or should be — who 
has a steady job with a good boss whom he loves to 
serve and obey. And-with sure and adequate pay. I 
speak advisedly, because “her majesty” and I took a 
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job with Him from the day when the minister, after 
reading it all out of-a book, grinned, gave*me a nudge, 
and whispered, “Now you're tied up for life.” Salary, 
one hundred per month, a little house, by the side: of 
the road unpaid for on a lot bought on a note! “We 
called it El Nidito, the Spanish for “little nest.” (1 
was studying Spanish at night at the time.) And right 
here in the very same spot we have been all the years 
working together for Him and working together with 
Him. Talk about fun; happiness, and good times, oh, 
boy! The only excuse for swinging in this personal 
stuff is to encourage every young couple to go after 
the same good job with thé same Good Boss. - To get 
on the pay roll thou shalt say, “Speak, Jehovah; for 
thy servant heareth.” Some young folks take a job 
with that other three-member firm, World, Flesh & 
Devil, and the end is the Cardinal Wolsey. one. - When 
you take your job with that three-member firm, Father, 
Son, & Holy Ghost, your end is the Samuel end (1 
Sam. 12: 3, 4). 


Children.—And -Samuel grew, and’ Jehovah was 
with him (v. 19). We have always ‘had some’ little 
shavers in our family: One of the best':of* home 
sports is to watch them grow. It isa great family 
blessing just to have children who’ grow. © Suppose 
they didn’t! If it is no small blessing to have the 
little folks grow, what shall we:say of:the blessing of 


- having Heaven with them: as they grow? It is right 


here the tremendous value of the Sunday-school comes 
in. If those parents who cut out church and Sunday- 
school and -go it wild with Sunday games and dinner 
dances and bootleg refreshment could drop into some 
up-to-date Primary or Beginners Department, what a 


- revelation they would havé! Also what ashock! Samuel 


was introduced to God at the earliest age he could know 
and understand: Be assured the little folks do know. 
The best answers given. in many.-a church session 
are often from -the children. “Thompson, ‘why do you 
want to join the church?” I asked one time, of a.small 


‘ boy who applied for membership on confession. “Be- 


cause I’m a Christian,” was thé prompt and incisive 
reply of the lad, who seemed surprised I should ask 
such a foolish and ridiculous question. - He was re- 
ceived. The strength of a nation lies in the quality of 
its. children. The reason Russia as a nation is doomed 
is because the powers in control are compelling the 
children to be trained up as atheists under the slogan 
“Religion_is the opiate of the people.”. The American 
anarchists banished to Russia have sent back word 
that even now it is a.terrible place. The child, in 
order to grow into the real man to stand with real 


men, must have God with him. Daily at his mother’s . 


knee and once a week under the mass influence of the 
Sunday-school (Matt. 18: 10). 
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_ This Week's Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College: 





Tue Principre or ApAPTATION.—Both content 
and method of teaching must be adapted to the 
capability of the pupil, ; 











Ts boyhood of Samuel and its attendant associa- 
tions are freighted with valuable lessons for dif- 
ferent ages. The facts may thus be given different 


‘emphasis and application with different groups that are 


taught.’ For boys and girls there is the opportunity 
to bring out all those qualities that lead us to think 
of Samuel as one of those boys whose demeanor and 
conduct were an honor to his parents and to the serv- 
ice of the Lord to which he had been so devotedly 
given by his pious mother. In sad contrast is the con- 
duct of the sons of Eli, and we should not hesitate 
to point out the sad end that befell the boys who de- 
spised the counsel of their father and broke the law 
of their God, as well as the honor that came to. the 
boy of different temper. The New Testament indicates 
that the Lord continues mindful of .the attitude .of 
children toward their parents. ofa soa 
Here, too, we may find suggestive lessons for. par- 
ents. Had Eli earlier been too busy with his sacred 
and judicial duties to train his own sons? It is. hard 
to believe they could have grown so utterly hardened 
had they been properly trained. Why was. Eli, so 
lenient with them when they had so flagrantly broken 
the divine law he was appointed to uphold? s_ this 
easy-going indulgence perhaps the secret of how they 
were permitted to drift away? Parental responsibility 
is truly no easy load to carry, but perhaps Hannah 
had found a great secret when she gave her boy to 
God before he was born, and when early she took him 
to the house of the Lord. Is it possible, too, that her 
eagerness -to regard motherhood as a blessing from 


-God instead of as a burden to be shunned gave her 


a peculiarly strong influence for good over her boy in 
the short time that she was privileged to care for him? 

Young and old may learn from both Samuel and Eli 
that when God spéaks it-is Ours to listen, to acquiesce, 
and to obey. 
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Lesson for December 12 
x Samuel 1-3... 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
. without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions ot this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure’to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
INustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the ) adel text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


——, on er Nr vee gg 2 ban 
es 

cor in ‘the Golden Text are also nested. 

In Constant Communication.—S peak, 
Jehovah; for thy servant heereth (Golden 
Text). At the corner of two busy thor- 
oughfares, where the traffic was noisiest, 
the writer watched a man who was work- 
ing quietly at the foot of a telephone 
poie; he seemed to know by instinct what 
was wanted by his mate, who was at work 
away up at.the top of the pole; first one 
tool, then another, or a bit of wire would 
be sent up, and the two were working 
together in such harmony that I looked 
more carefully, and saw that the man on 
the sidewalk had clamped on his head what 
looked hike a small. telephone apparatus ; 
one ear could hear the sounds around 
him, but the other was deaf to them, and 
was listening all the time to the voice 
‘from above. Being in constant communi- 
cation they could work together in won- 
derful unity; and then I realized anew 
the need for us as Christians to be ever 
listening for the Voice from ve— 
From Homera Hodgsen. Sent by Annie 
Richardson Kennedy, New York, N. Y. 


Can You Hear? —Speak, Jehovah; for 
thy servant heareth (Golden Text). 
Evangelist “Dick” Huston tells of two 
friends who. were walking along a busy 
‘New York thoroughfare, when one of 
them asked his companion if he heard a 
cricket. His friend laughed and replied 
that no one could hear a cricket with the 
din of trolleys and motor cars and trucks. 
The other stopped, lifted up a stone and 
picked up a cricket and showed it to his 
friend. “How could you hear it?” the 
incredulous friend asked:. “I will show 
you,” and taking 2 coin from his pocket 
he tossed it in the°air.. When the coin 
struck the sidewalk, several men near 
by put ‘their hands to their pockets and 
looked about to. see if they had dropped 
any money. “You hear what you are 
- trained to listen for,” the nature lover 
Observed. “My ears are trained to hear 
the birds and insects and all the sounds 
of nature.’ Our Lord knew all about 
the many noises of earth that would 
drown out the still small voice of God’s 
Spirit, so he warned: “Heé that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear.”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Emma S. 
Keller, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


The Dependable Machinist.—Speak, 
‘Jehovah; for thy servant heareth (Golden 
Text). I remember seeing somewhere 
“Don'ts for Machinists.” I have forgot- 
ten all but this one: “Don’t argue with 
your boss.” It is a good rule for every 
shop and office. It is a good rule in re- 
ligion—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Safe From the Snake.—She ... 
brought him unto the house of Jehovah 
in Shiloh (1:24). A certain tree is ex- 
ceedingly obnoxious tO ‘venomous ser- 
pents. A gentleman once observed a 
mother bird carrying leaves of this and 
surrounding her birdlings with them. As 
she rested ona limb above, he noticed a 
poisonous serpent circling around the tree 
and slowly ascending until with glistening 
eyes and extended fangs its head was 
stretched out toward its helpless prey. 
As it came _jin contact with the leaves 
it dropped as if shot. Constantly sur- 
reund your children with those associa- 
tions offensive to that old ‘serpent the 
Devil.— Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 

The Candles.—The child Samuel min- 
istered unto Jehovah (v. 1). An evan- 
gelist was talking to a group of children. 
He brought out a row of candles on a 
board; a very long candle was at one 
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end, a very short one at the other. Be- 
tween the long one and the short one 
were candles of various heights, He said 
that by these candles he wanted to rep- 
resent the grandfather, father and mother, 
boys and girls, and the baby of a family 
who never heard of Christ until a mis- 
sionary came— whom he represented by 
a lighted candle — and then they all-gave 
their hearts to Jesus, and from that day 
loved and served him. He then asked 
which candle they thought represented 
the grandmother, the mother, and so on. 
They all thought the tallest candle would 
be the grandfather, but he told them, “No, 
that stands for the baby, the youngest 
member of the family.” Presently one 
little boy said: “I know why; he has 
the chance to shine the longest for Jesus.” 
—Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 
Eng. 

A Boy’s Appeal.—And the child Sam- 
uel ministered unto Jehovah before Eli 
(v. 1)....A young missionary who was 
just leaving this country told how he had 
been influenced to become a missionary. 
When a child he used constantly to walk 
through a certain churchyard, and one of 
the gravestones that he passed by bore 
this inscription to the memory of a lit- 
tle boy eight years old: “Mother, when 
I grow to.be a man, I should like to be 
a missionary; but if I die while I am 
still a little boy, will you put it on my 
tomb, ‘so that some one passing by may 
read it and go instead of me?” Through 
reading this inscription so often, there 
grew up in his mind the thought: I must 


go in place of that little boy. And so. 


he was trained for the work—From 
Christian Home. Sent by Jennie E. 
Hussey, Henniker; N. H. 


The Interference.—The lamp of God 
was not yet gone out,... in the temple 
of Jehovah (v. 3). An English periodical 
tells the story of a minister who was 
asked to supply for a. Sunday or two in 
a quiet country village. When he went 
to the church, the verger met him and 
asked him to preach from the chancel. 
“Why, my good man?” he inquired. 
“Well, it’s like this,” said the verger. “I 
’ave a duck in the pulpit sitting on four- 
teen eggs.” Are there perhaps other rea- 
sons, not more sensible in God’s sight, 
why His lamp is out in some churches 
or lives today ?—From the Youth’s Com- 
panion. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 

What Settled It.—Jehovah called Sam- 
uel: and he said, Here am I (v. 4). A 


youth, who by faithful work in a small 
country store had secured a larger place 
in a city, reached a hotel at night on his 
way and asked the clerk to call him at 
six o'clock in the morning, An over- 
whelming sense of timidity and unfitness 
kept him at the point of deciding to give 
up the new position. In the morning the 
clerk called him and he answered. On 
dressing he discovered a card under the 
door on which was written: “Mr. Mal- 
lory, you were called at six o'clock and 
you answered.” In a moment he saw the 
whole situation in regard to his work. 
He had been called and he had answered. 
How many times we forget we have been 
called, and that we answered.—Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


When the House Burned Up.—Whati 
seemeth him good (v. 18). The story 
is told of an only survivor of a wreck 
who was thrown on an uninhabited island. 
After a while he managed to build him- 
self a hut, in which he placed the little 
all that he had saved from the wreck. 
He prayed to God for deliverance, and 
anxiously scanned the horizon each day 
to hail any passing ship. One day on re- 
turning from a hunt for food he was 
horrified to find his hut in flames, all he 
had had: gone up in smoke, The worst 
had happened, it appeared. But. that 
which seemed to have happened for the 
worst was in reality for the best. To 
God’s infinite wisdom it was the best 
thing, to his limited vision it was. the 
worst. The next day a ship arrived. 
“We saw your smoke signal,” the captain 
said. Let us remember if our lives are in 
God’s hands “all things work together 
for good.”—Sent by L, E. Nunns,; Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Prize illustration. 


* 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


thou art ever speaking to us in tones that 
we do not quite understand. It may be that 
we have net yet known thee by the voice 
of thy love and guiding care sufficiently to 
know when thou art speaking to us, in the 
night watches, or in the full flood of the busy 
day. But we pray thee to give us the hear- 
ing ear, and the obedient heart. We would 
not be drowsy and indifferent. We would be 
quick and eager te answer thy call. Give us 
a due sense of our need of childlike obedi- 





ence, in order that we-may be teachable and 
_useful, and that we may: grow up into the 
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ways of larger usefulness as the years un- 


fold. We ask this in the name of the Lord 
Jesus.’ Amen. 


{ 


_ After the Lesson.--How many folks 
in this room have alarm clocks at home? 
Yes, I see a great many of you have, 
Now please don’t raise your hands in 
answer to this question, but let me ask 
you whether you have ever set the alarm 
clock at night, and then when it goes off 
in the morning, turned over in bed and 
gone to sleep again? You have? Well, 
a good many folks have done that. It 
is a bad practice, though. It weakens the 
will and a fellow sometimes misses his 
breakfast on account of it, too, or is late 
to school. Sometimes, of course, we don’t 
hear the alarm clock at all! It can al- 
most tear itself to pieces, and we sleep 
right straight on through all the noise, 
But there is another kind of call that we 
sometimes seem not to hear, and even 
when we do hear it we turn over and go 
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to sleep again. It is the call of God to 
our heart when he asks us to do service 
for him. Hew easy it is for us to think 
up excuses why we are not going to say 
“Yes” to him. Don’t you like the quick 
obedient spirit in young Samuel? “Here 
am I. Here am I.” He did not even 
know that God was calling him, but he 
thought it was the voice of Eli, Are you 
just as quick as he to answer to the call 
of duty? Let’s think about that today, 
and see whether there might not be a 
change in our fives that would be most 
pleasing to our heavenly Father. Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Lord, speak to’me that I may speak,” 
“Open my eyes.” 

“Fill me, Holy Spirit, fill me.” 
“Speak to my soul.” 

“What a wonderful change!’ 

“I need thee every hour.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in f- 
entheses, refer to the headings and nu 8 
of songs in the metrical psalm beok set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 


the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Children, Come” (79 : 1-3). Psalm 34 : 8-25, 
“Upon Thy Precepts” (239 : 1-3). 


Psalm 119 : 9-16. 

“Let Children Learn” (162: 1-3). 
Psalm 78 : 1-8, 
“Hear His. Voice” (188:1-3). Psalm 96 : 3-8 
“Thy Guardian” (254: 1,.3, 4). Psalm 121 : 1-8, 


ue 
Your Class of Girls | 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. When does character begin? 
2. Where does character begin? 


WE ARE always going to be better 
than we are now. Especially when 
we are very young do we hug to our 
hearts the thought that “this is not what 
I mean to be always; some day I shall 

-’ So runs the dream of the ideal 
that is always just ahead of us. Begin 
your lesson this week by asking your girls 
if they will teli you what they are now 
expecting to. be—not do—when their 
characters are “formed,” as we phrase it. 
If they feel sufficiently at home with you, 
you will hear some very lovely daydreams, 
some very lofty air castles planned for 
the future. 

Then startle them a bit by asking when 
they are going to begin, actually begin, 
attaining such ideals. -If Ruth means 
some day to be a thorough scholar, when 
is she going to begin being one? If Mary 
wants to be a truly artistic musician, when 
does she expect that characteristic to give 
evidence of itself? If Frances wants most 
of all to be just a lovely lady of most 
gracious womanhood, when will such 
ladyhood begin to. dominate her life? 





Unselfishness, truthfulness, * faithfulness, 
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Christmas Supplies 


% 





Offering Envelope 













An entirely new design, lithographed in 
Christmas colors, on strong, white paper. 
Size, 2%x3% inches. 40 cents a hundred, 
$3.50 a thousand. 


Candp Bores © 















No. 36. Christmas Toys. A unique de- 
sign that will please the children. Christ- 
mas toys printed in four colors. Has tape 
handle. Holds one-half pound. Shipped 
flat. $1.35 a hundred. Delivery extra. 


Series 1027 
Christmas Entertainment Invitation 
Post-card, No. 1037. On the top of this 
card there is a very splendid design of a 
church covered with snow. Below are four 
little designs which will prove very inter- 


<velopes, 





esting to the children. $1,25 a hundred. 





1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 
16 Ashburton Place, Boston 


125 N. Wabasi: Avenue, Chicago 
ORDER FROM OUR NEAREST HOUSE 


Greeting Cards 


No. 1234. My Be - 
Christmas Wish to 
You, 

A card showing the] 
interior of a church, 
with joyful message 
for Christmas, 334x5 
inches. With en-. 





$2.50 a hundred ae 
No. 1234 

No, 1238. A new 
card with a most attrac. 
tive design, The senti- 
ment is appropriate to 
the season. With en- 
velopes, Size, 3%x5 
inches. $2.50 a hun- 
dred, 





No, 1238 


No; 1239. Another 
new card with appro- 
priate message for 








Christmas. Size, 334x$ 
inches. With envelopes, 
$2.50 a hundred. 
No, 1239 
Series 1218 


Series 1218 contains a group of four 
small folders, size 2%x3%, for the chil- 
dren. Each folder contains a verse from 
the Bible together with a very pretty little 
poem that will be pleasing to every child. 
Put up in a set of ten assorted with en- 
velopes at 30 cents, 


313 W. Third St., Los Angeles 
1107 McGee St., Kansas City 
439 Burke Building, Seattle 
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courage, sincerity, loyalty —these traits 
of the inner spirit — when do they begin? 
Now — if ever! They may not reach full 
flower for long years, but if they are to 
be ours at all they must be ours, to a de- 
gree, right now. 

Introduce this splendid Hebrew boy, 
Samuel, as a case in point.’ Every one 
of those characteristics that made him the 
great leader of. his people in after years 
can be found, in germ, in that little boy 
whom his mother took to the old. priest 
for training as soon as she had weaned 
him. (Among the Hebrews this often 
did not occur until a child was three to 
five years old.) Your girls can find these 
characteristics for themselves in the story 
of this third or if they will read 
it closely. Remember that this first point 
is only when do we begin to be what we 
are going to be, not where. Surely they 
can see that Samuel had already begun 
to be what he always was when he was 
just a child. How old are your girls? 
What are they, just now? 


2. But search this chapter again for 
the answer to our second question, where 
does character begin? Not in outward 
deeds, but in the inner spirit of this boy 
do we find the germ of the man. Do we 
not find this boy obedient to rightful au- 
thority, willing, even eager to serve, ob- 
servant of spiritual things (as well as out- 





ward ones), persistent, reverent, thought- 
ful, lovingly loyal yet fearless in plain 
duty, and truthful, “every whit,” even 
when such truthfulness must have been 
very hard,—hence beginning even in 
childhood to establish himself as the true 
prophet of God, so that all Israel recog- 
nized him as such? It would be most in- 
teresting to find in Samuel's later life ex- 
amples in full action of every one of these 
childhood traits. There is an interesting 
story available in Scripture for every one 
of them, Class time would fail to find 
them, 

Ask your girls to look deep within their 
own hearts and try to see just what is 
there, now — remembering that only God 
can create clean hearts and renew right 
spirits within us. What are they, just 
now, i their very hearts? 
ee Home Study 

Read: the entire book of 1 Samuel this 
week — such “easy” reading it is —to see 
if you can find those examples of Sam- 
uel’s boyhood traits in his manhood, There 
is no more vivid narrative in all Scrip- 
ture. 


Decatur, GA. 
ae 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A descrip- 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Signals.” 

Discussion: Work out the three ways 
in’ ‘which God signals u3 as indicated 
in Revelation 3:20: (1) “Behold” — the 
spoken and written Word; (2) “Knock” 
—God’s providences; . (3) “Voice” — the 
still small voice of the Holy Spirit. 

Objective: Hearing and doing. 











AY, fellows, this is a day of signals. 
Perhaps never before in the world’s 
history have so many people been en- 
gaged ‘in watching, listening, and feeling 
for signals. Maybe you are thinking of 
football, Well, yes; I suppose no foot- 
ball season has. ever engaged the inter- 
est and activities of so mahy people as 
the one just closed: ~ Signals — their 
proper giving and receiving —and__ the 
plays based wu them make a deciding 
factor in football. But football is only 
an incident. in life. Maybe you are think- 
ing of radio—that magic thing-that in 


listening attitude. Sometime ago there 
was talk of getting signals from Mars. 
Eminent scientists gave serious thought 
to the suggestion that the Martians are 
trying to catch our attention~and ,com- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


.. By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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a short time has put half the world in a. 
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ing, if. true. 
would tell us. 
_ But, fellows, none of these are of first 
importance, wonderful as their possibil- 
ities may be. The signals that are of 
most vital interest to you and me are like 
those that the boy Samuel heard on-that 
momentous night —God’s signals. -One 
of the big surprises that will bowl us 
over one day will doubtless come when 
we discover how many.times the Lord 
signaled to us, personally, individually, — 
and we were too dull to sense it, or too 
much absorbed.in-something far less im- 
portant to catch the signal. “Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock,” says Jesus; 
“if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will. sup 
+with him, and. he with me” (Rev..3: 20). 

Every fellow who thinks-at all is bound 
to think forward at some. time. Some 
fellows think forward a great deal, won- 
dering just what the” future holds for 
them. “What shall I choose for my life 
work?” is a question often in the mind 
of the fellow who is going to amount to 


And I wonder what they 


cide—there are so many contingencies 
the nature of which no man can forecast. 
And even if he could, it would still be 
easy to make a disastrous mistake. It is 
true that if a fellow will make up his 
mind and stick to it that he will be hon- 
est, thrifty, industrious, ~ and temperate 
in whatever vocation he chooses, he will 


municate with us. It would be interest-| work out an honorable career, with fair 


chance for success, as the world counts 
success. But, fellows, is that enough? 
Is it wise to pitch one’s life on an ordi- 
nary, average level, when the best and 
highest is possible? You have one life 
to invest. It is the most priceless, pre- 
cious treasure you possess — your life! 

Now, is there any possible way to make 
secure life’s best investment? Can -it be 
done just here and now with all the future 
a blank, and. with nothing on our. part 
but purposes and ambitions to. stake it 
down with? Yes, fellows, we get the key 
to this secret from the account of Sam- 
uel. It is: “Speak, Lord; for thy serv- 
ant heareth.” - It is by catching God's 
signals.- It is spreading one’s antenna to 
the ether in which the Holy Spirit is 
broadcasting. I would not attempt to say 
the Lord is calling you, as he did Samuel, 
to be a prophet, or a minister, or a mis- 
sionary. 

But, fellows, I. firmly believe He is sig- 
naling you today for high service — yes, 
for an entire surrender of your life to 
him for whatsoever thing he wants you to 
do. And there is one thing you can set- 
tle definitely here and now, namely: that 
whatever be your vocation, you will do 
that thing for the highest possible service 
to your Master, the Lord Jesus.. Mer- 
chant, doctor, lawyer, school teacher, coal 
operator, engineer, or what not— that 
thing you will be for him! And I be- 
lieve that many of you fellows, as you 
listen for the signals and answer, “Speak, 
Lord; for thy servant heareth,” will hear 
the clear call to the Gospel ministry. 
Rejoice and be glad if you do, for this 
is the greatest privilege that comes to 
humans, being ambassadors, spokesmen, 
eoness for the King Eternal — even Jesus 

rist. 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
- ow . 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ERHAPS every child in your class 
knows the story of Samuel. So you 
need to read carefully the first three 
chapters of 1 Samuel, not so much to 
find something new to tell them, as to 


in the story they already know. The les- 
son contains some very beautiful and 
sweet teachings on prayer. Samuel was 
a real love gift from God in answer to 
Hannah’s prayer of faith. But Hannah 
did not ask for a son to keep her com- 
pany. She promised to lend him to the 


his entire life, after he was old enough 
to leave his mother, in the service of God. 
Perhaps if Hannah had lived in our time, 
she would have asked God to let her son 
go to China or Africa, or some other 
far-away land to tell the people about 














anything. It is a matter not easy to de- - 
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help them to see a real spiritual meaning _— 


Lord as long as he lived, and he spent. 
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Lesson for December 12 
1 Samuel 1-3 





A trip to the Holy 
Land is not beyond 
your reac 
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The Sunday School Times 

Tour to the Mediterranean, 

Holy Land, and Europe 

makes possible the “trip 
of a lifetime” 


AS it seemed impossible that you 
should some day visit the Holy Land 
and the other countries bordering on the 
Mediterranean? Do they seem faraway ? 
Have you dismissed the thought of mak- 
ing the trip by saying, ‘‘ Yes, I should like 
to go, but I cannot”? Many of us have 
thought and acted just that way. 


But now The Sunday School Times Tour has 
changed the situation. A giant ship has been 
chartered, so prices have been reduced to a 
minimum, Throughout the entire trip the com- 
forts and luxuries of a palatial ocean liner will 
be ours. James Boring’s Travel Service, Inc., 
has been engaged to make all arrangements for 
us. Itis as easy to travel 15,000 miles on The 
Sunday School Times Tour as it is to attend 
your own Sunday-school picnic. Mr. Boring 
personally will accompany us. 


Our ship home during The Sunday School 
Times Tour will be the S. S. Doric of the White 
Star Line. She is. one of the newest ships in the 
transatlantic service.. Five hundred and fifty 
conservative, congenial companions will be on 
board, and they will not permit you an hour's 
loneliness. Mr. and Mrs. Philip E. Howard 
and scores of other eminent Christian leaders 
will be with us. 


We will sail from New York on January 22nd, 





1927, and during our tour |" 
we will visit three con- 
WHERE WE | tinents, fourteen coun- 
WILL GO— . | tties,;‘and thirty-three 
New York, Spai cities. If you wish, you 
ew Fore, Spain, | may be back in New York 
Madeira, Algiers, | within 60 days. If you 
Gibraltar, Tanis, | wish to be away longer, a 
Malta, Egypt, rsh cramped ticket 


Palestine, Smyr-| Will cost you nothing 
na, Constanti-| °*'T- 

nople, Greece, 
Sicily, Italy, Mo- 
naco, France, 


England 


Come, we want you 
with us when we sail. 
Send the coupon below, 
and let us send you full 
particulars. 


Send the coupon 


Send the coupon below for full par- 
ticulars about our tour. We will 
send you an illustrated booklet, deck 
diagram, the schedule of prices, and 
tell you how easily and simply you 
can be with us. Accommodations 
are selling rapidly, so send the cou- 
pon now, before it is too late. 











*|| Lord, and it was a very. sweet pleasure 
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Jesus. It was a great joy to Hannah to 
know that her little son was serving the 


that she had in making a little linen coat 
to carry to him every year when she went 
to the feast. Perhaps the children have 
never learned about the other boys and 
girls that God gave Hannah after Sam- 
uel went away from home. This may 
have been his way of showing his appre- 
ciation of Hannah’s gift of her son to 
his service, 

Remind the children of the strange, 
quiet life of the little boy with the old 
priest in God’s house, always in the pres- 
ence of the sacred furnishings of the 
tabernacle. It may be that Eli let Sam- 
uel draw down the curtains in the evening, 
and light the seven lamps on the golden 
candlestick. For we read that he opened 
the doors in the morning. We wonder if 
he ever saw in the holy of holies the ark 
with the cherubim -covering the mercy 
seat where God dwelt. 

Read aloud to your class 1 Samuel 3: 
I-10, or talk with them about the time 
when God called Samuel. Tread softly 
and reverently, and try to bring before 
your class this most beautiful scene in 
all of its tender grace and sacredness. 
Help the children to think and speak 
reverently of God’s call. Show them 
that Samuel was still a child -when God 
spoke to him, and sent a solemn warning 
to Eli by him. Eli was allowing his sons 
to serve as priests, although they were 
very sinful men and constantly broke 
God’s law. God sent word to Eli that 
he was about to punish their evil doings. 
Samuel hated to give this message to 
the friend whom he loved, but he did tell 
every word. God sent other messages by 
him, so Samuel became one of the 
prophets of the Lord. After he grew up, 
he judged his people, because when yet 
a child, he heard God’s voice and obeyed 


it. 

Tell the children that God will speak 
to each one of them, and if they will lis- 
ten in their hearts, they will hear a voice 
of gentle stillness, calling to peace and 
rest and service, and may they, too, an- 
swer as Samuel did: “Speak, for thy 
servant heareth.” 


May a little child at prayer 
Hope to meet with Jesus there? 
Tell me, Christian, can it be? 
Will the Lord come down to me? 


When, alas! I have been bad, 
And my heart feels sore and sad, 
Will he bless me when I pray, 
Though I know not what to say? 


Yes, he’ll hear thee, little one, 
Bid thy doubts and fears be gone; 
He will listen when you pray, 
Though you know not what to say. 


Criinton, S. C. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of December 5) 


1. (Chap. 1) Ruth deciding; (2) Ruth serv- 
ing; (3) Ruth resting; (4) Ruth rewarded; 
(Scofield Reference Bible). 

2. Because her name, which means pleas- 
antness, was_not characteristic of her experi- 
ence, and.she suggested another name, which 
was so characteristic, meaning bitterness. 


3. The name is said to mean friendship. 
4. Personal. 


s. She was willing to leave her home and 
friends because of her love for and loyalty 
to Naomi. If in addition, as is likely, she 
was led by devotion to Jehovah, of whom 
she had learned through Naomi and her hus- 
band, then she is to be commended the more. 


6. Ruth and Naomi reached Bethlehem “in 
the beginning of barley harvest,” and Ruth 
continued to glean in Boaz’ fields through 
the “end of the barley harvest and the wheat 
harvest.” Barley begins to ripen in March 
and wheat harvest lasts through June, some 
three months of grain-harvest-time, accord- 
ing to our calendar. 

7. Boaz said he had heard Ruth spoken 
well of before he first saw her gleaning in 
his fields. Especially had he heard of her 
declaration of faith in Jehovah of Israel, to 
whose care he commended her (2: 11-13). 

8 His extreme care for this foreign girl 
found gleaning in his barley field —that she 
stay close by. his working’ maidens; his 


charge that his young men show her only 
strict courtesy, sharing with her the com- 
mon food and drink of all his “hands”; his 
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own courteous invitation to sharé his mid- 
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‘The Children of Our Community: What 


"| put into the bottle while it was little, 





day meal in the field; his instructions to 
leave abundant gleanings for her to gather; 
his thought for her fair name, on the thresh- 
ing-floor; his honest attention to every legal 
right in her case, before claiming her as 
his own wife—these acts with his whole 
manner and every word mark Boaz as, in 
truth, a gentleman of any century. 


9. This story might furnish a _ beautiful 
lesson in the right treatment of the foreigner 
in our midst. .(Note these references 1 : 6, 
14, 16-18; 2:10, 12; 4:5, 10 for their empha- 
sis upon Ruth’s foreign race.) 


10. Ruth begins with a story of death and 
ends with the story of a birth. Does it not 
point forward to its place in the story of 
the birth of Ruth’s Great Son? 


11. All farming Jands are divided into rather 
narrow strips ‘or “fields” immediately adja- 
cent yet belonging to different owners rathe1 
than many acres of unbroken ownership, 
composing one “farm” as with us. Ruth 
could probably see gleaners on every side, in 
adjoining fields which were not Boaz’ fields 
at all. 

12. As a foreview of the Church (Ruth) as 
the Gentile bride of the Bethlehemite (Christ), 
who is able to redeem (Scofield Reference 
Bible). 

13. The words “faith” and “believe” (Sco 
field Reference ’ Bible). 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
' By John W. Lane, Jr. 





December 19. How Can We Express the 
Christmas Spirit? Luke 2: 1-20; Gal, 
6:9, 10; 2 Cor. 8:93 9: 6-15. 

December 26. The Past Year—Its Lesecte; 
the New—Its Possibilities. Deut, 8: 1-6; 
Phil. g : 13, 14. 


Sunday, December 12 


Shall We Do for Them? 
(John 21 :.15-17; Matt. 25 : 40) 





Mon.—Help children’s play (Zech. 8 : 1-8). 
Tues.—Teach children (Acts 22: 1- ~ 
Wed.—Help orphans (Isa. 1 : 17). 
Thurs.—Bless children (Luke 18 : 15, 16). 
Fri.—Lead them to God (1 Sam. 3: 1-10). 
Sat.—Shield children (Matt. 2 : 13-23). 











What poor children are in our community? 
Why should our society seek to help all the 
children? 
How can we make Christmas “merry” for 
children in the community ? 


WRITER in The Sunday School 

Times some years ago told of seeing 
on the mantelpiece of his grandmother’s 
parlor an apple in a vial, entirely filling 
the body of~the bottle. «How could it 
have gotten there?’ was constantly my 
childish wonder. I climbed a chair to 
see if the bottom would unscrew, or if 
there had been a joint through the length 
ofthe vial, But neither of these proved 
to be the case, and the apple remained 
to me a mystery. One day, walking in 
the garden, I saw it all. There on a tree, 
in the garden, was a vial tied, and within 
it a tiny apple growing. The apple was 


and it grew there.” 


pe 

The old French proverb, “What is 
learned in the cradle lasts to the grave,” 
has come from centuries of experience. 
We find that God in dealing with the 
children of Israel in the wilderness ad- 
monishes them, “These words, which I 
command thee this day, shall be in thine 
heart: and thou shalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children” (Deut. 6:6, 7). 

The wisest man the world has ever 
known said, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go and when he is old he will 
not depart from it” (Prov. 22: 6). 

It is not strange then, that we should 
find the Lord Jesus Christ, in what was 
probably his last intimate talk with Simon 
Peter, telling him to feed his lambs (John 
21: 7s). 

As we take this admonition of our 
Lord.to ourselves, let us remember that 
it is the feeding of his lambs that is our 
commission, not giving them toys and 


























playthings, not giving them warm clothes 
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them, good as all these may be, and right 
as it is that we should minister to their 
physical and mental needs. Nevertheless 
the first and primary commission is te 
feed, e 


How then can our young people’s so- 
ciety reach the children of our commun- 
ity? The Junior Society is one method 
of gathering together the younger. boys 
and girls for feeding instruction in the 
Word and for training in Christian prin- . 
ciples, preparatory to later entering the 
Senior Society. 

Classes for children even younger than 
those of the Junior age may be held once 
a week by some members of the Senior 
Society, during the aiterhoon hours after 
school. The writer well remembers such 
an instruction class that he attended regu- 
larly on Friday afternoons at four o’clock. 
Many of the Bible verses and Scripture 
truths learned there have been veritable 
anchor holds in later years. 

While such a class can by no mearis 
attempt to do the work of Christian in- 
struction that belongs to the home, yet in 
many instances, and with many children 
from Christian homes as well as from 
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Lesson for December 12 
‘ySamuel 1-3 
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Real Singing 
can be had in your Church and Bible School if 
you adopt and use Victorious Service Songs. 
This all purpose kymn book supplies the mate- 
rial you need for real 
singing. More than 1000 
Churches, Bible Schools & 
religious educational di- 
rectors are using and 
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ideal hymn book. It 
is worthy of your care- 
ful examination. 
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; Edited by EDWARD BOK 
PARENTS—How Shall I Tell My Child?— Chapman 
BOYS—When a Boy Becomes a Man— Bisseker 
YOUNG MEN-—Instead of Wild Oats—HaéiZ 
CHILDREN—The Spark of Life— Morley 
PaUNG wo Changing Girl—Latimer 
YOUNG WOMEN~—In Her Teens— Chapman 

Only 35 Cents Each (3 for $1.00) 
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English Ministerial Course 
leading to graduation. Study at home. For both 
sexes. Best books. Announcements.. Write Prof. 
C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore, 
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homes where no profession of Christ. is 
made, it may be the onJjx means of reach- 
ing boys’ and girls for Christ, ‘outside 
the Sunday-school. 

Such work does not-overlap the work 
of the Sunday-school, but on the contrary 
complements it and serves as an excel- 
lent feeder to the Sunday-school and to 
the Junior and Senior societies. 

we 

As your society is planning to make 
happy, through the customary channels, 
the children of your community, this holi- 
day season, what better Christmas gift 
could you give them, in addition to the 
temporal gifts, than one or more of such 
classes? What othet gift could you 
give them that will mean as much to 
their whole life as an intimate personal 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ* at 
an age when he can shape their charac- 
ters and careers? “Feed My lambs.” 


é we 
Are there unfed boys and girls in our 
community? 


What may be the result to the community 
if I faithfully discharge my responsibility? 
What, if I fail? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Children at Home 








Just Dogs 
' By E. Ryerson Young 


OF day, after Louis had well started 
from the island, he was caught in a 
blinding snowstorm, -He (remembered 
that words of warning had been uttered 
in the village store. The keeper had spe- 


cial twinges of rheumatism, the boy _had- 


seen sundogs around. the: sun. and rings 
around the moon. But Louis and the 
other visitors in the store “had only 
laughed at the storekeeper‘ for all his 
eloquent weather prophecies. 

“You'll risk yourself once too often,” 
said the storekeeper. 

The whirling snow filled» the air and 
blotted out the sun, and the wind seemed 
to come from all quarters. Jack, the 
dauntless, had at.last stopped: He looked 
back to Louis and barked, as much as 
to say, “Which is the way we are to go, 
master ?” 

For the first time im his life,-Louis had 
to acknowledge that he was completely 
bewildered. He tried every ~means that 
he knew of to find his béarings, and the 
way: to the shore, but in vain. 

“Louie don’t know de. way,.,boy; hit 
out for yourself. Mush!” said Louis. 

Jack barked again. He had not heard 
the word he wanted to hear. Was it to 
be “Ahead,” “Yee” or. “Haw”; “Right” 
or “Left”? 

“Mush!” shouted Louis above the gale, 
and he tied the sled rope around his 
waist so that he would not get separated 
from his dogs. 

“Mush, mush!” yelled Louis, frantic- 
ally; “mush, you dog Jack!” 

Jack then struck away into the storm. 
He turned the sled partly and Louis was 
almost on the point of ‘halting him, for 
he thought Jack-~was going wrongly, but 
he was so cold that the words never left 
his mouth. On and on Jack and his 
team-mates struggled. The cold was 
great. But on the dogs toiled and finally 
hit an embankment. Up that bank they 
pulled the sled and upon that sled was 
the frozen and now unconscious Louis. 
At the docr of the postoffice they stopped. 

Jack pawed and barked... The postmas- 
ter came out. One look at Louis showed 
him what was the matter. "ie ran to the 
man’s side, untied the rope and called for 
help. Several men came out of the near- 
by stores. One thought Louis had been 
shot and ran for the village doctor. The 
others helped to carry Louis into the 
office. Blankets were brought and he was 
laid on the floor, but not too near the 
stove. 

“Take good care of those dogs, some- 
body,” said the postmaster. “They have 
saved Louis’ life today.” 

The dogs were unharnessed and taken 
to Louis’ boarding house and put into 
their kennel, The mail was taken from 


the sled and the toboggan was stood up 
against the side of the postoffice. The 
doctor. found. Louis.. suffering. from local 
frostbites and exhauStion. ~ ~ 

“Close shave, Louis,” declared the doc- 
tor. 

“You have to bless your. dogs today,” 
said McMurrick., “They saved your life.” 

“Dem fine dogs,” asserted Louis, em- 
phatically, “I told you 80, all. de ‘way 
"long. Dat Jack he find de way: ‘Louie 
lost, lost; know not wich:way to go.” 

When spring came. in \real. earnest, the 
postmaster said to Louis: “You'll keep 
that team, now. ' Dogs ‘that’ saved’ your 
life again and. again :as-they did, you'll 
never part with.” 

“Never, you: bet:!”.-exclaimed.--Louis, 
heartily. wes aerated ; 

But when he ‘received his pay Louis 
was soon drinking;: and his neglected dogs 
hunted through the village for something 
to eat. The. villagers, being especially 
proud of Jack,,petted.and fed him, Shep 
was' not far away’ and .so shared -what- 
ever came to Jack. ‘‘Wéeha and‘ Mona 
wandered out into the bush in.search of 
rabbits and mice and finally found their 
way back to the Indian Village. 

After some wetks' the villagers grew 
tired of feeding ever Jack, and he and 
Shep began to have a hard time to get 
food enough to keep them alive. They 
scoured the backyards,’ :upsetting barrels 
of ashes in their search for crusts and 
old bones. At last they became desperate 
and charged the butcher shop, when he 
displayed some juicy joints; then they 
were caught and put into the “pound.” 
Word was sent to Louis ‘that they would 
be either sold or shot if he did not re- 
deem them. 3 


(To be continued in next week’s issue) 














The Victorious Life 














Calendar of Conferences 

Many have expressed a desire to be kept 
informed of, and ito ;pray,for, meetings ad- 
dressed by members ‘or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. ' ; 

Keswick, N. J.,..November 26-28.—Thanks- 
giving Week-End Conference, meals and 
room from Friday ‘supper until Monday 
breakfast, $6.° Registration fee, $1 additional, 
and should be sent with application for ac- 
commodations, vinta? ‘ 


Philadelphia, January 19-22; 1927.—Winter 
Conference, _Chambers-Wylie _, Presbyterian 
Church, Broad Street below Sprtice: 

For information, and «in -making all 
registrations, - please ‘address: ‘Victorious 
Life Testimony, Rooms 80-83 Stafford 
= 1114 Chestnut Street,. Philadel- 
phia. 





For Family Worship 


By the Director. of the 
Great Commission Prayer ‘League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

Schoo! Lessons; issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


Ten Days of Prayer 


oe time of the Judges was a time 
of great spiritual déarth. There was 
“no open vision’. (see’.Thursday’s read- 
ing). But is not.today’s.dearth, in view 
of all the light:that. has! preceded, even 
greater? In how many Christian homes, 
as compared with a half ‘century ago, is 
family worship the unvarying daily prac- 
tice? How many of ;God’s professed fol- 
lowers feed their ‘souls: with ‘the! same 
regularity that they. feed their bodies? 
To how many. believers..is.God’s Word 
the veritable “sword of the Spirit,” in the 
use Of which: they are, as it: were, sea- 
soned warriors? To which do you, dear 
reader, resort the more readily for the 
accomplishment of spiritual ends; to car- 
nal means and weapons ‘or ‘to spiritual! ? 
Ponder these questions as you prepare 
for the annual Watch Night Meeting, 
and for the Week of Prayer .to follow. 
Ah, the whole Church should ponder these 
questions during the ten days season. of 
prayer (December 31:to January 9) which 
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connected matter and 
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ef are brought to light 
and tied together. 
The Rev. Jesse Lyman 
Hurlbut,-D.D,, the_pop- 
fular authority in Bible 
‘themes, has arranged on 
this plan Three usand 
Selected Texts. 
PROMINENT PEOPLE’S 
: OPINIONS 
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tional Christian Workers’ Bible 
is an advance on anything hith- 
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; medium of commentaries. 
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thousands, we trust, of churches are pre- 
paring to observe. Is your church one of 
these thousands? , 


Decemher 6 to 12 
Mon.—1 Samuel 1: 9-18. Hannah’s Prayer. 


When Hannah prayed, Heaven heard 
the voice of her heart, but no human ear 
heard the voice of her lips (v. 13); and 
hers is the only kind of prayer that 
Heaven does hear, that which comes from 
the heart whatever may come from the 
lips. Hannah’s prayer was intense (vy. 
10), persevering (v. 12), inaudible (v. 
13), prevailing (v. 17). 

Prayer Succestions: Would that 
every member of our great Times family, 
yea, every member of the body of Christ 
on earth, would begin praying with the 
same intense earnestness and persistence 
that Hannah prayed! Oh, mothers, par- 
ents, teachers, fellow believers, try 17! 
Begin in the secret’ chamber and at the 
family altar! 


Tues.—1 Samuel 2: 1-11, 
Hannah’s Thanksgiving. 


What a variety of striking expressions | 
For example, “actions are weighed.” 
Think of it! And not only does God 
weigh actions, but also the character of 
the wicked (Dan. 5:27), and “the path 
of the just” (Isa. 26:7), and the spirits 
of men (Prov, 16:2), and the mountains 
(Isa. 40:12), and “the waters by meas- 
ure” (Job 28:25). And God’s weights 
are accurate! 

Prayer SuGcestions: Hannah not only 
prayed, but worshiped when she prayed; 
and worship is more even than thanks- 
giving. Ordinary thanksgiving praises 
God for what he pors, but worship praises 
God for what he 1s. Worship ts adora- 
tion. . Pick out the worship clauses in 
Hannah’s prayer, and make sure that God 
hears worship in your prayers. 


Wed.—1 Samuel 2 : 18-26. Samuel and Eli. 


Manty people pray, fewer praise, and 
fewer’ still pay their vows. Hannah did 
all three. Is it any wonder that even in 
his childhood Samuel was what he was? 
Had Eli been such a parent, is it likely 
that the judgment of chapter 3:13, 14 
would ever have been pronounced? 

Prayer SucGcestions: In a_ certain 
great city there is a discouraged pastor; 
and another in a certain smaller city; and 
still another in an “alimost God-for- 
saken” rural community. Perchance the 
eyes of some of these, may fall on this 
paragraph. Let them know that at many 
a family altar earnest prayer ts going up 
this morning (or evening) in their behalf ; 
AND Gop HEARS. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 3: 1-14. Samuel’s Call. 


“No open vision” in those days; that 
is, no publicly recognized prophets. “Only 
two prophets are mentioned as having ap- 
peared during the whole administration 
of the judges,” some hundreds of years. 
It was a time of great spiritual dearth. 
Little wonder that the moral standards 
had fallen so low (see Prov. 29: 18). 

PRAYER SvwuccEstions: Yesterday we 
prayed for “discouraged pastors,’ but oh, 
the pastors who ouGcut to be “discour- 
aged” because of the utter spiritual bar- 
renness of their churches, and yet who 
are indifferent or self-satisfied! Pray for 
all these, and for their poverty-stricken 
parishes. 

Fri.—Mark 1: 14-20. Jesus Calls Disciples. 


Jesus’ call of these disciples involved 
a twofold responsibility: obedience on 
their part; empowerment on his part. 
“Come Pere es and J will make you to 
become.” Wien God calls, there is al- 
ways ‘an expressed or implied promise to 
make ‘that call, obeyed, to issue in fruit- 
fulness. 

Prayer Succections: Millions of men 
are, as fish, waiting to be caught, but 
many “fishermen,” though “called,” have 
not vet “become.” ° Christ’s “all night m 
prayer” (Luke 6:12) made uts fishermen 
FISHERMEN; and their later ten days in 
prayer made their fishermen’s efforts un- 
precedently fruitful. 

Sat.—Acts 26: 9-20. Paul’s Call. 


Paul’s human call (from God’s pro- 
fessed people) commissioned him to de- 
stroy (vs. 10, 11); his divine call (from 
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God himself) commissioned him to save! for an umprecedented sowing &f the seed! 16 tell how. 
Be sure your call is from God, | of the Word during the weeks and months 

and not from man; and that your orders | ahead, and for an unprecedented. harvest. 
| Sun.—Psalm 119 : 9-16. 
The Word and the Way. 


(v. 18). 


are from above. Every man, if he pays 
the price, may be as sure of his call as 
was Samuel or Saul (Pau). 


PRAYBR SUGGESTIONS : 


aweeks from last wight #% many, MANY 


The first. verse of the reading 


[ N Pray for the|the close connection (when the Word is 
ten days meetmgs which will begin three | given a chance) between the Word and 


How shali a young man, or 
churches. throughout the world, Prayiany man, “take heed”? 


the way. 
Verses 


(Lessuu fi Dec. 12) NOVEMBER 27, 1926 


How many ways of taking 
heed are indicated in these verses ? 
PRAYER SuGGeEsTions: The lives of 
thousands of young men ‘and young -we- 
|men need cleansing; and the Church and 
{ The Word 
of God will do it if given a chance and 
backed by prayer. Pray for such a sow- 
ing of the secd of the Word in the days 
ahead as the world has never known. 


shows | the nations need cleansing. 
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